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EDITORIAL 


Two Nationally Known 
Editors Expose Radical 
Teachings Of Federal 
Council Leaders 


In his syndicated column entitled This Morning 
and published on December 10, 1946, John Temple 
Graves has a strong article criticizing the radical 
teachings of a number of the leaders of the Fed- 
eral Council. We read this in The Asheville 
Citizen. It was clipped by others and sent to us 
from The Roanoke Times and The Florida Times- 
Union. In order that all our readers may see and 
read it we are reprinting this by permission of 
John Temple Graves II. 


“This Morning 


By John Temple Graves 


“But warm, sweet tender even yet, 

A present help is He... ” 
Do we-the-people know what our leaders are 
demanding in our names, or may someday be 
demanding if we don’t watch out? These are 
days when vast groups of us are organized or 
claimed under single commands that often we 
are too far from headquarters to know what 
is cooking. It is true of our working people 
and their leaders. It is true of our war vet- 
erans and the politicians and paid professionals 
who are thinking up things good and bad, wise 
and foolish, fair and unfair, to ask for them. 


I suggest that it is true, also, of the 27,- 
000,000 Americans who belong to churches 
for which the Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America undertakes to speak. Do 
these 27,000,000 or even a fraction know what 
is being spoken? And would one in 10 ap- 
prove if he knew? I wonder, and I doubt. For, 
fine as some of the activities and ideals of the 
Federal Council are and consecrated as its 
officers may be in their own lights, there is 
an increasing tendency to commit the council 


on mundane questions in which it has neither 
any concern nor any qualification. 


What is more, the sides which the Council 
tends to take are not even the ones in which 
most of us today obviously believe. Certainly 
if Gallup polls and national elections tell the 
truth, a majority of the 27,000,000 church 
members for whom the Council is making such 
worldly speeches do not agree with it in tak. 
ing totalitarian labor’s side against the public, 
or the side of those who would do good by law 
against those who would just do good, or the 
side of those who are for American free en- 
terprise against those who are for controlled 
economies and Marxian collectivisms. 


By what right does Bishop Oxnam, president 
of the Federal Council, say in the name of 
these 27,000,000 Americans that Communism 
has its good points as well as Capitalism and 
that ‘“‘the objective of social endeavor must 
shift from profit making to personality mak- 
ing?’’ He sounds Christian enough but when 
you examine his proposal] it is one to overturn 
our competitive economic: system. In all his 
piety and wit he is not qualified to decide that 
for us or to say which side the Lord is on. We 
have loved and served God here for 340 years 
under this system. In Russia, where they have 
the other system, their philosophers and states 
men tell them God is only an opiate, 


By what right does Dr. Ivan Lee Holt, an- 
other Council leader, commit the faith of our 
fathers to the proposition that the capitalist 
system is wrong? By what right does the Rev. 
Cameron P. Hall, of the Council’s industrial 
relations section, say for us that the compet 
tive motive must be subordinated in our 
economy, since it is the heart of that economy 
and instant in our law? By what right does 
Dr. Benson Y. Landis, another leader, tell us 
“the corporate form of business institutions }s 
inherently undemocratic?” By what right do 
the men who have accepted religious leader- 
ship cver 27,000,000 Americans honestly and 
intelligently differing on these legal and ect 
nomic questions undertake to say God 1s 0! 
the side of the PAC-CIO and that the angels 
have left wings only? 


_ I say it is time for the 27,000,000 to take? 
look at what is being said and done in thell 
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“ame, or in the name of the Church of God. 
t isn’t a matter of whether the Council 
leaders are correct or incorrect in their eco- 
nomic and political ideas. The issue is whether 
they have a right to commit God.” 


in The United States News, issue of December 
7, 1946, on Pages 24-25, Editor David Lawrence, 
mder the caption, Sniping At Profit-And-Loss 
system, makes the point that the Council’s Bul- 
tin, known as “Study No. 4,” and entitled, ‘“Non- 
profit Incentives In Our Economic Life,” is es- 
gitially an attack on private enterprise and de- 
pecates the system which -has given our Nation 
the world’s highest standard of living. We hope 


of The United States News and read this strong 
ditorial by David Lawrence. 


Our Church should withdraw from this Council 
which is so thoroughly out of accord with all for 
which the Southern Presbyterian Church stands, 


‘ither M¥both as to Theology and Polity. —H.B.D. 


ainly The Bible And Sex | 


peri The Bible does not ignore sex and its references 
right relationship to life as a whole. 


law We have little sympathy with the current trend 


1 en- [to “present to children the facts of life” in the 
olled M¥public schools, or in the Church School. In fact, 


we feel that such methods have placed an un- 


dent (_"iolesome emphasis on sex in the minds of many 
o of Meclildren and young people. 


po In our judgement, when the child is reared in a 
nust @evutistian home, where the daily reading of the 


nak- Mebible is a natural part of home life, the implica- 
vhen Mmtions of sex are acquired and absorbed as they 
turn meant to be. 


that The tendency in American life today is towards 

We Munwholesome and often dangerous familiarity be- 

ears Between the sexes. In fact, sex promiscuity has in- 

lave Mecreased to a tragic and alarming degree. This is 

tes: BB further fostered by modern literature, moving pic- 
tures and art. 3 


our Faced with this situation Christian parents owe 
alist Mit to their children to give them the Scriptural pic- 
kev. MM ture of sex. Here we find the joys ot love and 
rial home clearly depicted. We also see the pitfalls and 


= the punisnment of lasciviousness and adultery. The 
my larlot, her ways and her end, are so graphically 


joes {scribed that a fool may read and understand. 
us let a young man read and ponder Proverbs and 
sis Mle will find wisdom. Let a young woman do the 
do M¥same and she will find the way of wholesomeness 


ee 80 totally foreign to the ideals of modern books 
co: screen. 

on 

ls Sex can be in the way of righteousness and joy. 


It can also be in the way of debasement, de- 
, bauchery and death. In the Bible these two ways 
clearly portrayed. Herein is wisdom and it 
from above. 


—L.N.B. 


nanny of our readers will be able to get this copy 


to the matter are certainly calculated to place it 


Distinguishing Things 
That Differ 


In the current discussion of racial relations some 
writers are failing to distinguish things that differ. 
Resolutions and actions by sundry church groups 
are quoted with indiscriminate approval. Indeed, 
the impression sometimes given is that the further 
one can go on interracialism the more religious or 
the more Christian one becomes. Of course, such 
extreme positions have accompanied every effort 
to push one social problem as though that were 
the Gospel. Whenever men have set up “some 
great cause as God’s new Messiah,” they have put 
extreme and sometimes fanatical emphasis upon it. 


Some of the resolutions quoted call for vigorous 
opposition to unjust discrimination against Negroes, 
others onde all social race segregation—yet 
these two propositions are far from identical. One 
may and should support the former. Many of us 
oppose the latter. In a recent article, Dr. W. A. 
Plecker, of Richmond, Va., has written against 
racial amalgamation. May we have a bit of dis- 
criminating thinking on these three terms: racial 


amalgamation, social segregation, unjust discrimi- 


nation! We invite the several advocates of inter- 
racialism to state their views of these three posi- 
tions that we may know what is behind the inter- 
racial moves that are being considered in our 
Church. 


For example, do any of those who are talking 
interracial young people’s conferences for our As- 
sembly in 1948 favor the amalgamation of the 
races? Would they repeal the laws of the Southern 
States forbidding intermarriage? If not, why throw 
the races together at the age when marriages are 
planned and under circumstances when race rather 
than Christ will be the focal issue? Or do these 
interracialists only favor abolishing social segre- 
gation with the hope that such abolition will not 
lead to miscegenation, and its attendant untold 
sorrow to those who go to such an extreme, to 
their families and to the Church which sponsors 
the same? Racial amalgamation means the degra- 
dation of both races, differentiation promotes the 
happiness of both. 


Or again, are the advocates of interracialism 
only trying to prevent injustices being done to our 
colored neighbors? If this last is the real program, 
by all means let that be made clear and let us all 
move forward with united ranks. The writer con- 
demned the Walton County lynching in the pages 
of The Southern Presbyterian Journal as strongly 
as he knew how. He has likewise condemned lynch- 
ing in the columns of The Georgia Legionnaire. 
Of course, we are against the K.K.K. and the 
Columbians, Inc. We want law and order, justice 
and fair dealings in courts, in wages, in living 
conditions, in schooling and in health: We believe 
that the erecting of interracial commissions, not 
only in the cities, but in every county of the 
South, would do much to alleviate tensions. Most 
of all we favor the Church including the Negro in 
its mission outreach. Let the new committee press 
this work more than it has ever been pressed. Let 
local congregations organize Negro chapel work 
and let us work there under the direction of the 
Session of the Church. We are confident that souls 
will be won to Christ, God glorified, and many 
happy by-products in kindlier relations will develop. 
Our Synodicals have done good work in their 


| 
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schools for Negro women. If we are to have inter- 
racial conferences, why not have them on this, our 
age level, rather than on the age level of our 
children? 


We are not convinced that indiscriminate advo- 
eacy of interracialism will result in the promotion 
of justice toward the Negro. When I tried to get 
the local Legion Post to condemn lynching I was 
told that the Walton lynching was not only caused 
by the stabbing of the white man, but by reckless 
boasting on the part of the Negro that as he had 
gone with white women in France so he would in 
Walton County. A recent report from Eastern 
North Carolina recounts tension there during the 
tobacco market due to a Negro veteran’s effort to 
go with a white girl. If we put the young people 
of the two races together for a week or ten days 
of unrestricted social intercourse at an Assembly 
Conference, and then some young Negro talks too 
loudly about this week, we may furnish the occa- 
sion that leads to his being most unjustly treated 
in sections of this or other states. We ask those 
who have the planning of such conferences in 
hand to consider whether or not an _ interracial 
mixed young people’s conference would promote 
the best interest of the body politic. Racial differ- 
entiation does not mean repression. 


We are not convinced that there is Scriptural 
warrant either for racial amalgamation or for the 
abolition of all social segregation. The texts most 
quoted by the interracialists are Acts 17:26 and 
Gal. 3:28, or rather parts of these two verses. The 
interracialists seldom quote the whole of either 
verse, In Acts 17:26 the Apostle says that God 
has made of one blood all nations of men, but He 
goes on to say that God has determined their ap- 
pointed seasons and appointed the bounds of their 
habitations. It is as true that God in His Provi- 
dence has made distinctions of race and of color 
as it is that He in His Creation has made of one 
all nations. And the God who made these differ- 
ences of race and color appointed to each the 
bounds of his habitation. Has the Church then any 
commission to disregard the bounds of racial habi- 
tations which God has ordained? 


Galatians 3:28 tells us that we are all one in 
Jesus Christ, whether we be Jew or Greek, bond 
or free, male or female. Recently, I was in a home 
where the Negro servant was praying with the 
white lady that God would raise up a missionary 
from the Woods Presbyterian Church. These two 
intercessors are one in Christ Jesus and their 
Pastor never failed to offer a spiritual word to the 
one as well as to the other. But that no more dis- 
solves all distinctions between the cook and the 
mistress of the house than being one in Christ 
erases all distinction between the husband and the 
wife—the male and the female. Being one in 
Christ does not mean that the woman is to per- 
form the functions of the man in the home, in the 
Chureh or in business—nor does it mean up- 
setting the order of service in this Christian home. 


There are widely different conceptions on this 
whole matter throughout our Assembly. If the inter- 
racialists push through an Assembly program en- 
tirely counter to the position of many of our peo- 
ple, our churches, and our presbyteries, it cannot 
fail to bring tension into our Church and alienate 
support from her committees. Such a program may 
indeed find itself counter to the laws of the States 
from which many of the young people come and 
hence encourage disregard of law. An interracial 
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conference will focus upon interracialism, the ney 
adventure, rather than upon the old, old story 4 
God and His love in Christ. Under its impact ideal. 
istic dreams will arise, implications will be given 
that such social intermingling is to be practised jy 
the future: implications that if carried out invite 
miscegenation, if not carried out smack of hypp. 
crisy. On the other hand if we each give Ourselves 
as citizens to securing equal justice to our neigh. 
bors, and if the several congregations engage jy 
chapel work for Negroes in ways that their respe. 
tive sessions think best, we are confident tha 
God’s hand will be laid upon His people of the 
white and of the Negro races as they labor tp. 
gether in Christ, that God’s blessing will be upon 
souls and upon bodies, upon individuals and upon 
society, upon homes and upon churches—that oy 
two races will be helped to walk together in peace 


and in contentment. —Wm 
“T Believe God” 
(Acts 27:25) 


This is a short creed: short, but fundamental: 
short, but comprehensive; short, but far-reaching 
in its implication and application. 


It was spoken under unique and terrifying cir. 
cumstances. Paul, a prisoner on board the storm. 
tossed and doomed ship, surrounded by a crowd of 
frightened sailors, soldiers, and fellow travellers 
and prisoners, heard God speak through His angel 
in. the night, and stands in their midst to make his 
declaration of faith. At once he takes the leader. 
ship until the whole band is safe on the shore. 


May we think just a bit about this creed of 
Paul. 


Who am “I?” We know who Paul was, but we 
want to make this creed, his creed, our creed, if 


we may. What do I know about myself? 


I am a Person. I am conscious of my own per: 
sonality. I possess individuality. I am not just a 
part of the world in which I live. 


I am an intelligent person. I can think for my- 
self. I can think of a great variety of things, e 
pecially of God and spiritual matters. 


I am responsible for what I do. I may try to 
excuse myself, and lay the blame on others, but ! 
know deep down in my soul that I am the one who 
must give account of my deeds. 


I am a very needy person, dependent upon 
others. My need is felt at all times and under 3 
variety of circumstances. 


I am a sinner. I know the right from the wrong 
and my conscience tells me of wrongdoing. 


I am frail in body and yet immortal in spittt; 
I am a very small part of the great mass of hi- 
manity, and yet I am large when it comes to the 
unlimited possibilities within me; I am worth little 
as a material being, but I am worth a whole world 
when I weigh my soul. 


Who is God? We know the God of Paul, “whose 
I am, and whom I serve,” but Who is my God? 


Not a god made with hands, My soul revolts a 
the suggestion. I cannot worship stocks, stones 
images; I cannot be satisfied with sun, moon, 
stars. 


Him, 


heliev: 
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The only God who satisfies me is the God of 
paul, the God of the Bible. The God Who reveals 
Himself in Nature, in my inner being, in the pages 
of the Book. The God of Revelation, of Provi- 
jence, of Redemption. When I behold His portrait 
js painted in the Scriptures I fall down and wor- 
ship instinctively. His Glory, His Power, His Wis- 
om, His Love and Grace overwhelm me. “Behold 
your God,” cries the prophet, and I answer, “This 
is my God.” 


“Believe.” This word faces me everywhere I 
tun. Believe implies character and calls for evi- 
dence. We have abundant evidence. It surrounds 
and follows us wherever we go in His Universe; it 
is echoed from our souls; it presses upon us as we 
rad His Book. 


Not believe in Him, but believe Him. God spoke 
19 Paul. Paul believed everything God said. God 
has spoken to us: spoken by angels, prophets, His 
own Son. Will we believe Him? If we come to 
Him, we must. believe that He is, believe in Him, 
believing in Him does not always mean that we 
believe Him. Do we believe His Word, believe Him 
when He speaks? 


He speaks the truth; He cannot lie. Do we ac- 
cept without reservation whatever He says? He 
warns of sin and its consequences. Do we believe 
His warnings? Do we flee from the wrath to come? 
He promises great and glorious blessings. Do we 
believe these promises? He issues wonderful invi- 
tations to all men to come to Him. Have we come? 


In a storm-tossed and doomed world, facing the 
certain judgment of God, can we come into the 
midst of our confused and frightened world with 
the ereed of Paul, not merely upon our lips, but 
in the depth of mind and soul? When our cer- 
tainty in God returns, our leadership returns, and 
men will be saved. , 


We have lost our leadership through unbelief— 
not unbelief in God, so much, as unbelief in what 
He says—unbelief in His Word. We still repeat, 


and mean it, we suppose: “I believe in God the — 


Father Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth.” 
nally on through the Creed. But do we believe 
Im: 


We can never hope to lead the world until we 
come to it with a clear-cut, “‘Thus saith the Lord.”’ 
If we come to men in a sort of apologetic voice: 
“We have a message for you from God. It is con- 
tained in this Book, We realize that it is all mixed 
up with myths, legends, and errors, but we think 
we can find it for you amid all the non-essentials 
It contains. We do not believe it all ourselves. We 
are too great scholars for that. We discard its mir- 
acles and its supernatural parts. But it is a fine 
book. We want you to read it. It will do your souls 
g00d and you will be better men.” 


: The world will laugh at us and our so-called 
Message.” Or perhaps, will say: “Yes, we recog- 
nze the value of your book. We will be glad to 
add it to our collection of ‘sacred writings.’ We 
will give it a place right here beside the Koran or 
the books of Confucius.” 


When we come with our Book and say: “This is 
the Word of our Living God. It is His fully in- 
spired Revelation, God-breathed in every part. It 
‘sa Supernatural Book, filled with miracles from 
beginning to end. In its pages you will find God 
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and eternal life; His Plan of Salvation for sinners. 
Listen, and you shall live; refuse to listen and you 
shall die in your sins.” Men may not listen, but 
they will not laugh in our faces, or with a shrug 
of their shoulders put our Bible along with their 
other “inspired”? books. And we will be free from 
their blood. 


Noah believed God, prepared the ark, saved him- 
self and his household, Abraham believed God; it 
was counted to him for his righteousness. Moses 
believed God and led Israel out of bondage. Paul 
believed God and all on board the vessel were 
saved. Luther believed God and freed the Church 
from bondage to Rome. The Wesleys and Whitfield 
believed God and kept England from a French 
Revolution. Hudson Taylor believed God, and the 
millions of China were blessed. : 


Is it not time for someone else to believe God 
and speak to our distressed and helpless world? 
How we need a voice like Paul’s, heard above the 
storm, saying, “I believe God!’’ —J.K.'P. 


Leadership Or 


Service P 


About a year ago we pointed out that the term 
service was more in accord with the life and teach- 
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ than was the term 
leadership. Thus the old Scottish “Buke’”’ of Disci- 
pline is better when it speaks of all church officers 
aS ministers than we are when we speak of them 
as leaders. 


This position is strikingly confirmed by articles 
in current periodicals. In I Was A Soviet Beauro- 
crat, Victor Kravchenko tells of a visit he made to 
a wood factory to promote the increased supply of 
spools tragically needed for telephonic communica- 
tions with the fighting men. He found that the 
spools could not be produced, nor could needed 
gun stocks, for lack of skilled labor. But in another 
part of the same factory there were plenty of 
skilled wood workers engaged in making divans, 
desks, mirrored dressers, capacious armchairs of 
the best mahogany for the Soviet “leaders.’”’ Too 
busy making mahogany furniture for leaders to 
supply spools that would save the lives of soldiers! 


Over against this there is a picture in Time of 
General Joe Stilwell walking out of Burma with 
his defeated troops—he is old and sick and weak, 
but the few mules must be saved for the wounded, 
so “Old Turkey Neck” walks with the men. In the 
First World War Major Stilwell had demurred 
against receiving a D.S.M. decoration saying they 
were not for staff officers, but for the infantry 
doughboys. A day or so before his death, General 
Stilwell did receive the insignia he most desired 
and prized. By a special act the Secretary of War 
granted the General an infantry combat insignia 

. a sign that he had served with his men in the 


And Jesus said: “You know that the Rulers 
(Leaders) of the Gentiles exercise lordship over 
them and their Great Ones (Big Shots) exercise 
authority over them. But it shall not be so among 
you: but whoever would be great among you, let 
him be your servant.” 
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Caiaphas speaking for the Jewish leaders said 
that it was expedient that Jesus be put to death 
lest the Romans come and take the place of these 
Quisling leaders. On the other hand Jesus was the 
Master who so took the burdens and interests of 
the disciples on His own shoulders that when the 
officers came to arrest the group, Jesus said: 
“Take me and let my disciples go.’’ The indispen- 
sable Leader sacrifices others to maintain his own 
place and prestige, the true Lord and Saviour 
gives Himself for His people. The kind of pre- 
eminence to which He calls is greater humility in 
— and fuller and kindlier activity in serving 
others, 


If the Church would seriously set herself to 
exemplify and inculeate our Lord Jesus’s principle 
of service instead of the world’s notion of leader- 
ship, the truth might catch fire in society. What 
a difference we would have today if John L. Lewis 
construed himself as the servant of the united mine 
workers and of the United States of America— 
rather than as the leader who must keep out in 
front at any cost. Indeed, the attitude of the 
miners toward Leader Lewis today is identical with 
the idea of the Germans toward Fuehrer Hitler in 
1938. Then a young engineer told two of us: “No, 
we do not want War, but Hitler is the Leader and 
he has done so much for us that if he wants it we 
will not let him down. Today many miners are 
saying: We do not want to strike. But Lewis is the 
Leader. He has done so much in increasing our 
wages, that if he announces No Contract we will 
not see our Leader lose face! 


The Son of Man came not to be served but to 
serve, not to get but to give His life a ransom 
for many. —Wnm. C. R. 


Obsolete? 


Liberal and evangelical thought has been drifting 
farther and farther apart, and, despite the claim 
of liberals that they “believe the same things but 
develop a different emphasis,” the fact remains 
that between the two there is a basic difference 
which goes to the very heart of the gospel mes- 
sage. 


Mr. Charles P. Taft, new President of the Fed- 
eral Council, honestly states this difference and his 
honesty is refreshing after the theological double- 
talk of some of his predecessors. 


Mr. Taft frankly states that the evangelical mes- 
sage which produced the great revivals of past 
generations is not the message of the Federal 
Council today. That message of the total depravity 
of man, of his utterly lost condition without power 
to save himself, of the sovereign grace of God as 
manifested in redemption offered through the vi- 
carious atoning work of the Son of God, all of 


these and other essential doctrines contained in > 


the verbally inspired Word of God were effective 
in a past day, to some extent, but they are not the 
message needed for our day, says Mr. Taft. 


Here we have the issue truly stated. We evan- 
gelicals maintain that man and his need are essen- 
tially the same in all generations and that God’s 
plan of salvation is the same it has been since the 
cross. Present social and economic stresses are the 
result of sin in the human heart and the only 
remedy is the blood of Christ. 


It will help greatly if this fundamental differ- 
ence between liberalism and evangelical Chris- 


tianity is as clearly understood by well-wishing and 
hopeful followers of liberalism; men who down jp 
their hearts still believe in these essentia] doe. 
trines of Christianity, but who are dissatisfied with 
ee slowness of their application in contemporary 
ife. 


Joining with the forces of a fundamentally dif. 
ferent religion cannot but add to the confusion of 
our times. 


As a constructive suggestion—let us try again 
the emphasis which God has always honored. This 
will mean prayer and fasting, crying out,. with 
tears for the power of the Holy Spirit to be mani. 


fested in our lives and messages. The gospel of 


Jesus Christ, the gospel our Presbyterian Church 
has always stood for, is not obsolete. It is still the 
power of God unto salvation to all who believe, 
There is no other: way. —L.N.B. 


Unexploited Power 


Last summer the writer visited the Pratt and 
Whitney Works near Hartford, Conn. An obliging 
official] took the writer down the vast assembly line 
in a plant that covers acres of ground. After a 
walk that seemingly would never end we were re- 
warded with a view of the company’s latest and 
finest product, an engine of 28 cylinders capable 


of developing 3,000 horsepower. Then we went to 


the control room of a test chamber and saw 
through a glass window one of these giant motors 
in operation. The roar was deafening, and blue 
flames from the many exhaust pipes made a fasci- 
nating sight. Engineers at the panels were care- 
fully checking the performance on many dials and 
even weighing the amount of gasoline used. 


Many thoughts came to my mind. Men do all 
this to exploit physical power. They tax their in- 
genuity in years of research. They spend millions 
of dollars, They employ thousands of helpers. They 
work themselves to the point of nervous exhaustion. 
They have test pilots who will risk their lives. 


Is there not a spiritual analogy? There is. The 
power of the Holy Spirit which is the source of all 
other power in the universe is available for release 
to those who obey His laws. We know that if we 
are indwelt by the Spirit because through faith in 
Christ Jesus we have the Spirit of adoption, we 
may plead for this power to accomplish ends ac- 
ceptable to God. We know that the saints of the 
past have exploited that power, sometimes amaz- 
ingly. For example, when Herod imprisoned Peter 
and planned to kill him (Acts 12), “Prayer was 
made earnestly of the church unto God for him. 
The result was a supernatural visitation and super 


natural deliverance almost immediately! 


Would it not be possible to convert the prayer 
meeting of some church into a laboratory for ex 
ploiting God’s power? Let numbers go. Let the ul 
spiritual attend on Sunday. Men and women who 
will give themselves to a great project must d0 
this work. Let them take definite and specific ob- 
jects, carefully chosen, and let them pray through: 
Let them be willing to have seasons of dryness al 
seeming barrenness. It is the writer’s conviction 
that there is a field here for pioneering in a new 
way and that the God who rewards the children of 
this world in their pursuit of physical power WI 
reward His own children who wait upon Him fo 
spiritual power with glorious results. 
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Of Education 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
This book may be ordered from The Southern 


Walter Bagehot has told us that: “The knack in 
tyle is to write like a human being.” It is obvious 
that all writers in the field of education are not 
ondowed with this knack, In “A Christian Philo- 


(published by William B. Eerdman’s Publishing 
Company, Grand Rapids, Mich., price $3.00), we 
hve a contemporary philosopher and educator who 
has the ability to write on philosophical and peda- 


tyle. Dr. Clark gives us in this volume a fresh 
alysis of present practices and trends in mod- 
en education. His penetrating insight into this 
ralm is both striking and enlightening. 


The author frankly recognizes that modern edu- 
ators can not be exempted from justifiable criti- 
sm. He even recognizes that there is some truth 
inthe popular judgment that: “Those who can, do; 
thse who can not, teach; and those who can not 
teach, teach education.” To this he comments: “It 
isnot surprising therefore that departments of edu- 
cation must depend on legislative compulsion rather 
thn on intrinsic merit to obtain students. In all 
the curriculum no other subject is so widely con- 
demned as is education.” 


Education, according to Dr. Clark, can not be 
properly considered in a state of isolation. As an 
important part of the world its understanding re- 
quires a general view of the world of which it is 
s) important a part. Because of this the author 
sates: “The professor of education, therefore, 
ought to have a philosophy.” Dr. Clark believes 
tht the professor does have a philosophy though 
frequently it is not a true or an adequate philo- 


siphy. The- best he can say for it is that: “It is 


rdinarily an unconscious philosophy unexpressed 
and unacknowledged, or at best, poorly formu- 
lated.” Because of the lack of a definite philosophy, 
“the courses are vague, they are padded, they lack 
unity and direction; the text-books are inflated 
with an inelegant disproportion of pontifical quo- 


lations; and those things are true because no com- . 


prehensive view governs their development.” 


Another weakness in the philosophy of modern 
education is that educators generally speak of 
aims” in the plural rather than “the aim” of edu- 
cation. This is a tacit admission of failure to find 
any one comprehensive “aim.” Dr. Clark admits 
that recently some educators have begun to speak 
of citizenship as the one comprehensive aim of 
education, but upon analysis finds that what they 
mean by citizenship is not any clearer a term than 
education itself. He feels that citizenship is too 
ambiguous a term and really an attempt to hide 
a deep confusion. Such an attempt the author is 
‘nvinced is a result of educators’ lack of any 
definite view of the chief end of man. Until edu- 
‘ators develop a satisfactory World-View and 
understand the chief end of man they will never 


hay to locate the proper place of liberal edu- 


sphy Of Education,” by Gordon H. Clark, Ph.D. 


sogical themes like a human being with charming ~ 


Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


Dr. Clark makes it crystal clear that educators 
must choose among world views on which to base 
a theory of education. They must choose between 
Christian Theism and some non-Christian view that 
reduces ultimately to a form of humanism. The 
thrust of the author’s first chapter therefore is 
that educators need a Christian World-View before 
they can teach truth in its fulness. 


The second chapter deals with “The Theistic 
World View.” Dr. Clark insists that Christianity is 
a supernatural religion and is therefore contradic- 
tory to naturalism and humanism. Here the tradi- 
tional theistic proofs are evaluated and the author 
observes: ‘‘For it should be equally evident that as 
Theism does not admit of strict proof the same is 
not less true of the anti-theistic systems of prag- 
matism, pantheism, and materialism, In this re- 
spect, therefore, theism is under no greater dis- 
advantage than is any other system. Basic World- 
Views are never demonstrated; they are chosen.” 
The author does a masterly job in pointing out the 
basic errors in the rivals of Christian Theism. We 
are reminded also in this chapter that Christian 
Theism is marked by consistency and makes pos- 
sible a harmony or a system in all our thoughts, 
words, and actions. Realizing that today some ridi- 
cule the principle of consistency the author re- 
marks: “Should some one say that consistency is a 
mark of smallness and that he does not choose to 
be consistent, the only way of dealing with him is 
that of constant care by well qualified attendants.” 


One of the conditions of many modern educators 
is that education can be neutral as far as religion 
is concerned. Dr. Clark rejects this claim and asks 
again, “Is neutrality possible?” He believes that 
educationally speaking as well as philosophically 
speaking, neutrality is impossible, and this argu- 
ment can be abundantly sustained by concrete evi- 
dence. Space does not permit the documentation 
of this evidence here, but readers of this book will 
be convinced beyond the shadow of a doubt that 
Dr. Clark has sustained his position in maintaining 
that modern education can not possibly be neutral. 
Summarizing his position the author puts it: “‘Ob- 
viously the schools are not Christian. Just as ob- 
viously they are not neutral. The Scriptures say 
that the fear of the Lord is the chief part of know- 
ledge, but the schools by omitting all reference to 
God give the pupils the notion that knowledge can 
be had apart from God. Let one ask what neu- 
trality can possibly mean when God is involved. 
How does. God judge the school system which says 
to Him: ‘O God, we neither deny or assert Thy 
existence; O God, we neither obey or disobey Thy 
commands; we are strictly neutral.’ Let no one 
fail to see the point; the school system that ig- 
nores God teaches its pupils to ignore God, and 
this is not neutrality; it is the worst form of an- 


- tagonism for it judges God to be unimportant and 


irrelevant in human affairs,” 


ign, 15, 1947 

y dif. 
of 

again 

This 

With 

mani- 
el of 
hurech 

ll the 

lieve, 

and 

iging 

line 

er a 

and 
pable 

t to 

saw 

otors 
blue 

ascl- 

are- 

and 
al 

jn- 
lions 
They 
jon. 

The 
f all 

pase 

we 
h in 

we 

ace 

the 

az- 
ater 

was 

yer 

ex: 
un- 

ho 

do 
ob- 

nd 
ion 
ew 

of 

or 


Page 8 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Jan. 15, 194 


It is easy for some one to say that such a writer 
is unduly alarmed and facts do not warrant such 
conclusions, The author anticipates such a reaction 
and therefore has a chapter on the subject, “Is 
Neutrality Actual?’ Here he proves that as a 
matter of fact neutrality does not exist. He does 
this by the examination of modern text-books in 
the field of education. In this chapter the author 
does not go beyond the facts when he further 
states: “Modern educational theories have so 
stressed methods of teaching that even Christians 
have come to forget that the important thing is 
not How one is to teach, but What one is to teach.” 
This statement brought back to mind a period of 
life when I lived in a boarding house where a 
group of teachers took their meals. I recall very 
vividly that the chief topic of conversation for 
breakfast, dinner and supper was, - “educational 
methods.” The theme never varied. It was 
“methods” for breakfast, ‘‘methods” for dinner, 
and “methods” for supper. I do not know whether 
Dr. Clark was fully aware of how accurately he 
was speaking when he wrote the above statement. 
Many teachers are so obsessed with methods that 
they almost ignore what one is to teach. 


Since education has ethical implications Dr. 
Clark devotes a chapter to “Neutrality And 
Ethies.”” The author in a persuasive manner de- 
fends the position that there is no neutrality in 
ethies. “‘The Hebrew-Christian religion is radically 
distinguished from all other systems by these re- 
lated concepts, the Almighty Personal God, Respon- 
sibility to Him, Sin as Rebellion against Him with 
the resulting depravity, the Need of Atonement 
and Regeneration.” It is admitted that there ap- 
pears to be a contradiction between the teachings 
of the Hebrew-Christian system and man’s moral 
consciousness. The author explains that this is: 
“Because man by rejecting the Sovereign God has 
corrupted his nature, darkened his mind and has 
chosen other norms. This does not mean that the 
Scripture should be changed; what needs change is 
the mind of man.’”’ Recognizing that the pre- 
suppositions of any subject are always its most 
important part, Dr. Clark voices this significant 
thought: “It is the basic theology which makes 
Jesus and Christianity unique in ethical teaching; 
it is the theology and the theology alone that pro- 
vides adequate philosophic justification of Chris- 
tian morality; and it is the theology which saves 
Christianity from the fate of being merely good 
advice and makes it a vital religion.” 


The latter part of this engaging volume empha- 
sizes the positive and constructive exposition of 
the Christian philosophy of education. Having 
recommended Christian Theism, Philosopher Clark 
offers this observation: ‘‘A bare theism is a belief 
that there is some vague, unknown God or other, 
will be of little help in working out a theory of 
education. What is needed is a God Who has re- 
vealed Himself in intelligible language and has 
given us specific principles and norms. In other 
words, theism to be of educational value must be 
Biblical Theism.”’ | 


The final appeal of Dr. Clark is that Protestants. 
should awaken to what modern education is doing 


to our children. Parents are reminded of the pri- 
macy of their responsibility in this respect. ‘The 
children are not creatures of the State, nor were 
they born to the Church. Children are their pa- 
rents’ responsibility.” (For confirmation read Deut. 
11:18-19; Eph. 6:4). Some practical advice is 


offered to Protestants and they are urged to scr 
tinize the education now being received by the 
children even in so-called Christian schools He 
urges that church schools should study more care, 
fully the candidates for the board of trustees hy 
fore elected. He states: “All elections therefo,, 
should be carefully scrutinized and only candidate 
whose loyalty has been tested by years in the fire 
of controversy should be considered.” Becayg, 


many have failed to do this our church institutiongim The 
have deteriorated and as a result many Christiana “In T! 
have little interest in a church educational systemfm peray-S 
They have come to believe that 95 percent of coli uble). 
lege instruction is the same in church colleges agmtagint 
in a pagan institution. Because the Christian coll this sou 
lege has inserted a course in the Bible they askMMisa fitt 
“Why should one go to the expense of supporting and the 
an entire curriculum, most of which is not taughifi— divides 
so well as in a state university for the sake of a 

extra lecture or so?”’ Dr. Clark refuses to defenjm I. 1: 
what is really a pagan education with a chocolatdillall of 
coating of Christianity, He believes that it is tha gencral 
pill and not the coating that works. In this connec{ii sons. T 
tion he makes the statement that we heartily confi designe 
cur in: “Such colleges indeed exist, but the results the cov 
are unsatisfactory because’ the students are & 

ceived in the thinking that they have received am ll. 1 
Christian education, when as a matter of faci death | 


their training has been neither Christian nor 
cation. The world at large has rightly ridiculed ggg nto tw 
Sunday religion that is not practiced on week daysgm % 4 P¢ 
Equally obnoxious is an extra-curricular religiongm mde 2 
or a religion that enters the curriculum only ing heads | 
the Bible Department. Christianity far from being 


a mere Bible Department religion has a right t “es 
control the instruction in all departments. Unless 
the whole system of Christian truth is taught it if, 1:1. 
not a Christian education and if the faculty ofa E: 
so-called Christian College thinks that chapel ant 
prayer suffice to make a college Christian the reg 2 2:4 


sult will soon be a pagan mysticism.” The last th 
word of Dr. Clark is that our children deserve: aol 
Christian education from “Kindergarten to 
versity.” 4, 6:9 


This great book with its commendable candor, 


rugged vigor, and transparent honesty, deserves to 
get the attention of a vast audience. A wide dis 
tribution of this book within the Southern Presby-M 6. 11: 
terian Church would undoubtedly have a salutary 
effect. May God richly bless this. fearless and 
urgent message to the end that our people may 
again see the importance of an education that The 
faithfully imparts a knowledge of the eternil declars 
values of Christian revelation. eg 
This book may be ordered from The Southern beginr 
Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. ¢ Log 
t 
vious) 
follow 
DR. J. M. WELLS earth, 
Just as we go to press we learn of the passitf The 
of one of our contributing editors, Rev. John “i 3 tp, 
Wells, D.D., at his home in Sumter, S. C., Evidey 
Thursday, January 2, 1947, at 12:30 P.M. He diel oo, 
at Toumey Hospital following a heart attack abou! elapse 
10:30 o’clock that morning at his home. time 1 
We shall carry a suitable tribute to his life and istenc 
work in the February Ist issue. Dr. Wells was “RR \s to 
of the moving spirits in the organization of ! State 
Southern Presbyterian Journal. We shall greatly dition 
miss his wise counsel and his untiring work in! means 
behalf of the conservative forces of our Church. fillme: 
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yble). In the Greek translation known as the Sep- 
pagint the book is called Genesis, and it is from 
his source that our word Genesis comes. This word 
sa fitting title, since it means beginning or origin, 
aid the book itself is a book of origins. The work 
jivides itself into two principal sections: 


I 1:1 - 11:26. The creation of the world to the 
all of Abraham. In this section the emphasis is 
generally placed upon events rather than upon per- 
gns. The history herein presented is preliminary, 
designed to show the necessity for a segregation of 
the covenant people. 


Il. 11:27 - 50:26. The call of Abraham to the 
death of Joseph. In this present article we shall 
deal with the first section, which is again divided 
into two parts by the flood. Thus we have an ante- 
ora post-diluvian period, and in each of these God 
made a universal covenant with the two successive 
heads of the race, Adam and Noah. : 


The proper analysis of the first portion of Gen- 
eis is as follows: 


l,1:1-2:4: The Creation of the Heavens and the 
Earth. 


2,2:4-4:25: The Generations of the Heavens and 
the Earth. 


3, 5:1-6:8: The Generations of Adam. 
4,6:9-9:29: The Generations of Noah. 


5. 10:1-11:9: The Generations of the Sons of 
Noah. 


6. 11:10-26: The Generation of Shem. 


The Creation 


The first verse of Genesis I is a broad, general 
declaration of the fact of creation. It declares in 
efect that the origin of all things is to be found 
Ina creative act of God. It refers to the absolute 
beginning and means, not that God produced the 
universe out of previously existing material, but 
tht He brought into existence that which pre- 
viously had not existed, Its force is somewhat as 
ge God created all things and specifically the 
earth, 


The second verse states the creation of the earth 
at the time when God said “Let there be light.” 
Evidently, the world had been in this condition 
from the very beginning. How long a_ period 
elapsed between the absolute beginning and the 
time when God commanded light to spring into ex- 
stence, we do not know. The purpose of Genesis I 
8 t0 show how God brought this world from its 
state as an unformed mass into its present con- 
dition as well ordered. The narrative proceeds by 
Means of a series of fiats and their respective ful- 
illments, “Let it be,” commands God. “And it 
Was," is the response. Throughout the chapter the 
stress is laid upon God’s activity. It is He who 
works, Furthermore, all that God does is good, and 


tion? One thing is obvious; the narrative ‘itself pur- 
ports to be sober history, and that is exactly what 
it is. No one has ever been able to prove error in 
this account. Nor is anyone today able to demon- 
strate that it is in error. It is not geocentric, any 
more than a scientific text-book published on this 
earth is geocentric. Genesis centers its attention 
upon this world, not because it regards this earth 
as the center of the solar system, but because it is 
written for people who live upon this earth, and 
its grand history of redemption takes place upon 
this earth. While Genesis may not be a text-book 
of physical science—it does not purport to be— 
it is a text-book of the philosophy of science. The 
“facts” of science must be studied in the light of 
the principles laid down in Holy Scripture or basic 
error will result. Genesis, we may conclude, is su- > 
premely scientific, It is not out of harmony ‘with 
true science. While others guess at the origin of 
life, Genesis, the infallible Word of God, majestic- 
ally and scientifically declares: ‘And God saw all 
that He had created, and behold! it was very 
good!”’ 


The Babylonian Creation Tablets 


Between the years 1848-1876 some clay tablets 
were found in the ruins of the great library of 
Ashurbanipal (668-626 B.C.) at Ninevah. These 
tablets were said to contain an account of the crea- 
tion, and many began to assert that the Genesis 
narrative was derived from that which was found 
upon these tablets. However, it is now becoming 
clearer that the tablets present, not primarily a 
creation story, but are religious and political. They | 
offer a cross polytheism, which is greatly at vari- 
ance with the stately monotheism of Genesis. In so 
far as they speak of creation at all, they may be 
regarded as exhibiting but garbled accounts de- 
rived from tradition. The superiority of the Gen- 
esis account cannot for a moment be called into 
question. 


The Creation Of Man 


According to some scholars, there are parallel 
accounts of the creation in Genesis, and these pa- 
rallel accounts suggest diversity of authorship. This 
assumption, however, is based upon a false inter- 
pretation of the text. The account of creation is 
found in Genesis 1:1 -2:40. Then occurs the head- . 
ing of the next section: ‘“‘These are the generations 
of the heavens and of the earth.” This phrase nar- 
rows down to the scope of study. It has reference 
to that which was produced from the heaven and 
the earth, not to the creation of heaven and earth 
itself. In other words, there are not two accounts 
of creation. Genesis I is an account of creation, 


Genesis II relates the creation of man. It centers 


its attention upon man and the garden in which 
man was placed. It reveals the gracious covenant 
of works into which God entered with man, Its 
order of statement, unlike that of Genesis I, is not 
chronological. Consequently, there are no contra- 
dictions between Genesis I and II. Genesis I is 
broad and grand, dealing with the subject of crea- 
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tion; Genesis II is particularistic, treating of the 
creation of man and the preparation of the garden 
for his habitancy. 


When the Bible speaks of God breathing into 


man the breath of life, or forming, speaking, etc., | 


it is using terms which we call anthropomorphic. 
This word means “in the form of a man.” The 
Bible often employs such language, in fact, is it 
really possible to speak of God without using 
anthropomorphic language? And this it does in 
order to accommodate its sublime thoughts to our 
_limited capacities. The expression “‘mouth of God,”’ 
for example, does not mean that God has a phy- 
sical mouth, but merely that He speaks, reveals His 
will to us. | 


In the second and third chapters such language 
is often used of God. But we must be on our guard 
lest we fall into the error of those who say that 
this is an indication of a primitive conception of 


God. Not at all; rather, these chapters relate, in 


language wonderfully adapted to our weak and 
limited capacities, the working of God in the crea- 
tion of man and the Garden of Eden. | 


The Fall 


When God had created man He placed him in 
the Garden and entrusted to him its care. But into 
this Garden the evil one entered, and, using the 
serpent as his instrument, spoke to the woman. 
There are those who would dismiss this account as 
a mere fable. However, there are certain factors 
which clearly preclude this. When, in Genesis III, 
we read that the serpent spoke, we are surprised. 
This is unusual. In a fable we expect animals to 
speak. But in the Old Testament, the speaking of 
an animal is extremely rare. Indeed, the only other 
case is that of Balaam’s ass. Very obviously, there- 
fore, we are not in the presence of a fable. The 
voice which comes from the serpent is not that of 
a mere snake, but has its origin in the “deepest 


conceivable wickedness,” that malignant spirit who - 


is a Jiar and the father of lies. 


Again, the account of the Fall proceeds in very 
straightforward fashion. Its principal characters 
are also characters of Chapter II. And surely the 
world today bears the marks of some such event as 
the Fall. We are face to face, therefore, with the 
fact that the third chapter of Genesis is to be re- 
garded, not as myth or legend, but as sober his- 
tory, which it purports to be. 


It is a very serious error to regard history as 
allegory or to regard allegory as history. The marks 
of an allegory or fable are always clear so that 
they are easily to be recognized. When, for ex- 
ample, Nathan told David of the ewe lamb, he was 
clearly relating a parable. The account of the fall, 
however, bears not the marks of an allegory or 
legend, but those of history. 


As history, therefore, must this account be re- 
garded. These sad events actually occurred here 
upon this earth in history. They are not to be rele- 
gated to the realm of myth or legend, as the mod- 
ernist would do. Nor are they to be relegated to 
the realm of the suprahistorical (which is a more 
imposing name than myth or legend) as the Bar- 
thian school would do. Let us make no mistake, if 
we insist on treating this historical account of the 
Fall as legend, how do we know that the historical 
account of our redemption should not also be con- 
sidered legend? No, the sad fact is that man sinned, 


as Genesis relates, and to fallen man has con 
Christ who accomplished an historical redemptio, 


The Flood 


Some scholars have thought that they have gq; 
covered, in Genesis, duplicate accounts of the floo 
To support this view, they have appealed to’va, 
ious arguments, including that of vocabulary, fy 
example, in Genesis 8:2 occurs the word ’rbt (wir 
dows). In Genesis 8:6 (said to be an earlier dog 
ment) occurs the word hin (window). Two gif 
ferent words are used for “window,” and these ty 
words are said to be one indication of diversity of 
documents. 


In 1929 some clay tablets were discovered at Ra 
Shamra in Syria, which date from about 1450 B¢. 
As was pointed out by Dr. Oswald T. Allis som 
ten years ago, both these words occur on the sam 
tablet, only two lines apart. Thus falls one of the 
“critical” arguments against the unity of Genesis 


In this brief article we have tried merely to em. 
phasize certain parts of Genesis I-II in the hop 
that the reader will realize that here he is dealing 


- not with a collection of ancient folklore, but with 


true history. Genesis, however, is more than true 
history; it is inspired history. Read it, therefore, t 
believe its words and to trust in the great Creator 
and Redeemer God of whom it speaks. 


*Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadel 


phia, Pa. 


LET “INFALLIBLE” MEAN 
“INFALLIBLE” 


“If the infallibility of Scripture is to be aban 
doned, there should be no concealment from simple 
Christians of the full seriousness of the step. Le 
us stop speaking of the ‘infallibility’ of a book 
that we hold in considerable measure untrue, 
Really the issues are too momentous, and human 
souls are too deeply concerned, to permit of any 
such trifling as that. A man may hold what opinion 
he will about the doctrine of Biblical infallibility, 
he may denounce it all he pleases, as involving us 
in a slavish religion of a book; but the importance 
of the doctrine he cannot possibly deny. It is4 
thing to which countless souls cling today, for weal 
or for woe. If it is a bad thing, let it by al] means 
be abandoned, but let it be abandoned at least in4 
perfectly straightforward and open way.” 


—J. Gresham Machen. 
A PRAYER FOR FAITH 


“Grant, Almighty God, that as we now cally 
about us this mortal body, yea, and nourish through 
sin a thousand deaths within us; O grant, that we 
may ever by faith direct our eyes towards heavel, 
and to that incomprehensible power, which is to 
manifested at the last day by Jesus Christ ou 
Lord, so that in the midst of death we may hop 
that Thou wilt be our Redeemer, and enjoy that 
redemption, which He completed when He fro 
from the dead; and not doubt but that the frul 
which He then brought forth by His Spirit wil 
come also to us, when Christ Himself shall come ¥ 
judge the world; and may we thus walk in the fea 


of Thy name, that we may be really gathertl 


among His members, to be made partakers of tht! 
glory, which by His death He has procured for 
Amen.” —John Calvin. 
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—<.. Church Polity In The Revised | 


ave dj 
he flood 
to’ var 
ry. Fo 
ot (Win 
docy 
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eSe two 
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The latest revision of the Book of Church Order 
is off the press, and a neat book it is. This revision 
includes all of the adopted changes approved by 
the General Assembly in 1945. Most of the changes 
sre quite inconsequential, fortunately; but there is 
one important and far-reaching change in Para- 
graph 31 of Chapter VIII. Before the reyision the 
frst two lines of this paragraph read: ‘‘The whole 


| at Rag 
00 B.C, 
S some 


‘a ment, and distribution.”” The revised book reads: 


al “The whole polity of the Church consists in doc- 

@ trine, government, and worship.” In other words 
to ema the revised book substitutes the word “worship” 
e hope for the word “distribution.” On the surface the 
ealing—m change may appear unimportant. This paper is 
1t with written to try to show that the change is important 
n trum because it actually alters a considerable part of 
ore, tom the polity of the Church. 


reator A passage of the Book of Church Order—like a 


passage of Scripture—ought to be, indeed must be, 
interpreted with a proper consideration of the con- 
text. Chapter VIII, Paragraph 31 (unrevised) deals 
with the polity of the Church, and the officers of 
the Church; and the paragraph naturally divides 
itself into three parts, with its subheads, viz.: 


iladel- 


I. Doctrine: (1) Teaching Elders (Ministers of 
abat-l the Word). (2) Who are commissioned to preach 


— the Gospel and administer the Sacraments. 


book Il. Government: (1) Ruling Elders. _(2) Whose 
ntrue MM office is to have the government and spiritual over- 
uma sight of the church. 


inion III. Distribution: (1) Deacons. (2) Whose office 
vility, is to receive and administer the offerings of the 
ng people. 
tance | 

Is a Now the above outline is further expanded in 
welll the three chapters following this Chapter VIII. 
leans =Notice the plan of these chapters as they fit into 
the above outline. 


n. M- Chapter IX: The Minister of the Word. “As he 
stands to proclaim the Gospel, he is termed 
Preacher. As he expounds the Word, and by sound 
doctrine both exhorts and convinces the gain- 


sayer ... to feed the flock, by reading, expounding, | 


arty and preaching the Word ... to administer the 
Sacraments.” 


Chapter X: The Ruling Elder. “Commission to 
> be govern ... exercise government and discipline.” 


ou Chapter XI: The Deacon. “To develop the grace 
that of liberality ... and to distribute (hence the word 
a distribution’? in the unrevised book) these 
due gifts ... record of all funds and their distribu- 


i tion ... and the Deacons in collecting and dis- 


tributing the offerings of the people.” 


eal The unity of thought in Chapters VIII through 
red XI can be readily noticed if one reads especially 
hat the words in boldface letters in each of the col- 
us Uumns above (beginning from “I. Doctrine,’’ etc., 


and reading from top to bottom.) 


polity of the Church consists in doctrine, govern- 


Book Of Church Order 


By Rev. Robert F. Boyd* 


It is evident that the revised word “worship” 
will not fit in with the sense of Chapter XI on the 
Deacon. This does not mean that the polity of our 


Church does not include worship. Worship is defi- 


nitely included, but it is ineluded in its proper 
place, namely, in Chapter IX on the Minister of 
the Word. We understand the word worship to in- 
clude the reading and preaching of the word 
(Chapt. IX, Par. 33); the administering of the 
sacraments and prayer (Chapt. IX, Par. 36); the 
singing of praises to God (Chapt. IX, Par. 36). 
This makes it clear that worship is—and always 
has been—a part of our polity; and it is only nat- 
ural to find ‘“‘worship’”’ treated under the general 
subject of Doctrine. 


Part III of the Book of Church Order gives us 
The Directory for the Worship of God. Let us ex- 
amine this briefly to see whether by “worship” is 
meant those things mentioned above, namely, the 
Reading of the Word, Preaching of the Word, 
Singing, Administering of the Sacraments, ete. 
Chapter III of this Directory of Worship is en- 
titled ‘‘The Public Reading of the Holy Scriptures.” 
Paragraph 318 of this chapter reads: ‘‘The reading 
of the Holy Scriptures in the congregation is a 
part of the public worship (bold mine) of God.” 
The next paragraph continues: “How large a por- 
tion should be read is left to the discretion of the 
Minister, who should have regard to time, that 
neither reading, singing, praying, preaching (bold 
mine) nor any other ordinance, be disproportionate 
the one to the other.’’ Chapter IV of the Directory 
of Worship is entitled “‘The Singing of Psalms and 
Hymns’; Chapter V is entitled “Public Prayer’; 
Chapter VI has the caption “The Preaching of the 


- Word’’; and Chapter VII is entitled ‘“‘The Worship 


of God by Offerings.’”’ Notice that we consider the 
presenting of offerings by the people an act of 
worship; the distribution of these offerings is not 
considered worship—it is simply one of the items 
of the Church’s work to be handled by the deacons. 


The revised word “worship” therefore makes 
Part Number 3 of our polity identical with Part 
Number 1. But this is not all. “Distribution” is 
left out entirely, and hence under our present 
statement of polity there is no authority for the 
distribution of funds for our various benevolent 
causes. 


Are we to suppose that hitherto (i.e., up to 
1945), worship was not a part of the polity of our 
Church? And are we to believe that the distri- 
bution of the offerings of the people is no longer 
officially a part of the polity of the Church? 


The writer never dreamed that he would be the 
one to suggest further changes in any part of the 
Standards of our Church, but he is constrained to 
urge that the word “distribution” be “re-instated” 
in Chapter VIII, Par. 31, and that the word “‘wor- 
ship” be dropped since it already has a deservedly 
prominent place in our Church’s polity. 


*Charlotte, N. C. 
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Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Feb. 2: Jesus 
The Giver Of Life 


Scripture: John 4:48—5:47; 11:1-12:11. De- 
votional Reading: Psalms 146. 


There are several words used in our lesson that 
_it will be wise to consider briefly before we take 
up these extensive and rich passages of Scripture. 


The first is “life.” ‘‘Life is that condition in 
which animals and plants exist with capability of 
exercising their natural functions.” Animals are 
alive—men are alive—when they are capable of 
exercising their natural functions such as breath- 
ing, eating, drinking, growing, moving from place 
to place. Life is not mere existence, then, but 
existence in a certain condition. The body of a 
man is alive when it exists in a condition wherein 
it can exercise its natural functions. The soul 
of a man—the spirit of a man—is alive when it 
also exists in a condition where it can exercise 
its natural functions. a 


The second word is ‘‘death.’”’ Physical death is 
the cessation of physical life. It is the separation 
of the soul and spirit of a man from his body 
so that it ceases to perform its natural functions. 
It is mot ceasing to exist. The body goes back to 
dust and the spirit goes to God Who gave it, but 
the body as well as the spirit, still exists. It decays, 
it changes its form, but it is not destroyed. Even 
when a body is cremated it only changes its 
composition—some of its materials go off in 
smoke, some remain as ashes, some escape as gases, 


Spiritual death is the separation of the spirit 
from God. When God said to Adam and Eve, ‘‘Ye 
shall surely die,’’ this was the most terrible death 
meant, although their bodies also died, and “‘death 
has passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.” 
Both physical and spiritual death came as the re- 
sult of sin. When we are told that the woman who 
lives in pleasure is ‘“‘dead while she liveth,”’ spiritual 
death is meant. We heard of a preacher once, in 
the days when the undertaker and preacher often 
rode together in the old-fashioned hearse, who said 
to the unsaved man who sat next him, “There are 
two dead men in this hearse; there is a dead man 
in the box, and there is a dead undertaker sitting 
on top of the box.’”’ So many of the men and wom- 
en around us who are in the best of physical health, 
are “dead in trespasses and sin.’”’ Do we fully 
realize this. | 


Eternal death—the second death—is the eternal 
separation of the soul from God; ‘‘These shall go 
away.” It is the fearful death spoken of in the 
book of Revelation, and so plainly warned of by 
our Savior—the place where ‘‘the worm dieth not 
and the fire is not quenched.” It is only when 
the spirit of a man is united to God that it has 
life—in Him, in Christ, is life—and can perform 
the natural functions of the spirit, one of which 
is intercourse with God. 


“‘Resurrection”” means a rising again from the 
dead. The soul, or spirit is resurrected when it is 


called from a dead state to a living state. When 
we are “born again,’ quickened from the dead 
“risen with Christ,” we have this sort of resurree. 
tion. The body is resurrected when it is reunited to 
the soul and spirit. This is what we commonly mean 
by “The Resurrection at the last Day.” All who 
are in their graves shall. come forth, they that 
have done good unto the resurrection of life 


and they that have done evil unto the resurrection 


of judgment.” (Our Shorter Catechism questions 
and answers are fine, and should be studied). 


Why did Jesus spend so much of His time while 
here in healing the sick and raising the dead? 
Several reasons suggest themselves: (1) These 
miracles of healing showed His sympathy for those 
who were suffering. He was “moved with con- 
passion”? and so ministered to their physical needs, 
But let us remember that this was only tempo- 
rary relief—these same sick people got sick again 
and died sooner or later. (2) These miracles, and 
His other miracles were “signs,’’ or “credentials” 
that He was the One He claimed to be. “Sign” is 
John’s favorite word for miracles. (3) These 
miracles of bodily healing were evidence, proof, of 
His power to heal the soul—to forgive sin. (See 
especially the healing of the man sick of palsy, 
borne of four). 


In our lesson today we have three of these 
miracles and the words of Jesus in connection with 
them. After most of these “signs” John gives a 
discussion of great spiritual truths based on the 


' “sign” as a sort of text. 


The first is the Healing of the Nobleman’s Son, 
in John 4:438-54. Verse 48 should be especially 
noted: ““Except ye see signs and wonders ye will 
not believe.’”” Here is one of the reasons, as stated 
above, for His working “signs and wonders.” He 
wanted to stir their faith. Now notice verse 53: 
“himself believed and his whole house.” This 
miracle had its desired effect in the conversion 
of the nobleman and his household. 


The second miracle of healing in our lesson takes 
up the whole of chapter 5 when we include the 
discourse of Jesus in connection with it. 


The miracle is the healing of the man at the 
pool of Bethesda. It was done on the Sabbath day 
and the Jews persecuted Jesus because He did it 
on that day. John does not tell us of the manner In 
which Jesus vindicates Himself for this practice 
of healing on the Sabbath, but he does give 4s 
some most interesting and exceedingly important 
teaching in connection with the healing. 


Notice verse 17: “My Father worketh hitherto . 


and I work,” and the effect of His words on the 
Jews, “They sought to kill Him because He not 
only had broken the Sabbath but said that God 
was His Father, making Himself equal with God. 
Certainly Jesus made Himself equal with God, for 
He was God in the flesh. The Jews were right 4s 
to their interpretation of His meaning, but fatally 
wrong in their unbelief and attitude toward Him. 


Verse 21: ‘The Son quickeneth whom He will.” 
There seem to be two quickenings here. In vers 
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4: “He that heareth My word and believeth on 
Him that sent Me, hath everlasting life.”” This is the 
quickening—the resurrection if you please—of the 
sul, or spirit. We who are dead in sin hear His 
voice, believe, are quickened, born again, saved. 
We have everlasting life. We have passed from 
death to life. In verse 25 we have the resurrection 
of the body. Again the voice is heard and the dead 
rise from the grave. In verse 28 and 29 the same 


thing is taught. 


Jesus then calls attention to the different wit- 
nesses He had to the fact that He was the Christ, 
the Son of God: (1) The Father had given Him 
the power to have life in Himself, (Vs. 26), and to 
execute judgment, (Vs. 27). (2) John bore wit- 
ness to Him. (3) The works which the Father gave 
Him, (Vss. 86-38). (4) The Scriptures, (Vs. 39) 
which testify of Him, and (Vs. 46), “For had ye 
believed Moses, ye would have believed Me; for he 
wrote of Me.” In verse 40 He tells them plainly the 
reason they will perish: ‘‘Ye will not come to Me 
that ye might have life.” Is not that the reason 
men perish today? 


Our second Scripture—John 11:1-12:11—centers 
around the great miracle of the raising of Lazarus. 
If space permitted we could find much to con- 
sider in the “sign” itself, and the application to 
us when we, like Mary and Martha, have to ‘“‘walk 
a mile with sorrow,’’ but we pass on to mention 
a few things in connection with what Jesus said 
to Martha, (Vss, 25-27): “I am the resurrection 
and the life: he that believeth in Me though he 
were dead, yet shall he live. And whosoever liveth 
and believeth in Me shall never dlie,’? and the 
question He asked Martha, ‘“‘Believeth thou this’’? 
Martha makes a noble confession of faith, identical 
with that of Peter. Do we really believe these tre- 


mendous words of our Master? If we do, what else 


matters? 


Verses 49-52 show how ungodly men and even 
enemies of Christ can say some very true things. 
Caiaphas “‘prophesied that Jesus should die for that 
nation: and not for that nation only, but that also 
he should gather together in one the children of 
God that were scattered abroad.’”’ Yes, He not 
only died for that nation, but He died for me. 


It is no wonder that Mary thought a pound of 
spikenard, very precious very costly, was not wast- 
ed on the One who had brought such joy into 
their home and into their hearts. (12:1-11) When 
we know Him as the “Giver of Life,’’ and Love 
and Joy, we too, will consider no gift too costly 
to give to Him. Nothing is wasted that is lavished 
upon our Lord. 


Lesson For Feb. 9: Feeding 
The Five Thousand 


ei John 6. Devotional Reading: Isaiah 


“Wherefore?” This perennial question asked by 
the prophet in our Devotional Reading is a good 
question to ask as we begin our study. Why do 
men spend so much time and energy and money 
on things which neither satisfy or feed our souls? 

hy do they concern themselves so deeply with 
the food that perishes, (John 6:27), and pay so 
little attention to the food that endures to life 
eternal? The same thought is in the mind of the 

essiah himself. Isaiah is tremendously concerned 


with getting his people to seek and find the real 
food for their immortal souls and Jesus uses His 
great miracle (sign) to impress the same truth 
upon His hearers. Isaiah points to the One Who 
can satisfy, and Jesus proclaims Himself as the 
bread which came down from Heaven of which, 
if a man eats, he shall never hunger. The prophet 
offers a feast of good things “‘without money and 
with out price.”’ Christ offers Himself to the multi- 
tudes beside the sea as fully and freely. “He that 
believeth hath. everlasting life.”” The One says 
“Come,” and the other says ‘‘Come.”’ 


The ‘sign’ and some of its simple lessons: 


John 6:5-14. 


The insufficiency and helplessness of the dis- 
ciples in this time of need. They neither had the 
food nor could they buy it. In verses 5 and 6 
Jesus is proving or testing them. He shows them 
their inability in order to call forth faith in His 
ability. “Give ye them to eat.’’ (Matt.) Would it 
not be well for us to realize our helplessness as we 
face a world that is starving spiritually? Is not 
our failure today largely due to our self-confidence 
and our unwillingness to trust Him? We think we 
need nothing when in reality we need everything. 
A self-satisfied Laodicean church can never feed 
our world with the food it needs. 


The part played by ‘“‘the lad’ in this miracle. He 
gave what he had to the Savior. It was not much, 
but it proved abundantly sufficient when placed in 
the hands of the Lord of Creation. Are we willing 
for Jesus to have our all, even if it is little? He 
can do wondrous things with us and our gifts if we 
= they are consecrated, sanctified, laid on the 
altar. 


The orderly way in which the multitudes were 
fed. ‘‘Make the men sit down,” and we learn from 
the other accounts that they sat in groups so that 
they could be easily reached and served by the 
disciples, very much like “flower beds.” God 
is not the Author of confusion, even in these 
minor matters. “‘Let everything be done decently 
and in order,” says Paul. | 


The part the disciples had. They distributed 
to the multitude, Jesus did not do for them what 
they could do for themselves. He always expects 
us to do our part in feeding hungry men, both 
materially and spiritually. A man once prayed, 
“Lord touch with thy finger the unsaved in our 
midst,’”? and then he stopped, for God seemed to 
say, “You are my finger.” 


The supernatural, miraculous part was His. It 
was simple and easy for the Creator of the heavens 
and the earth to create some additional bread 
and meat. Why doubt the power of One Who holds 
the world in His hands? 


“Gather up the fragments that remain.” Wasting 
what God so abundantly provides is a sin. Is not 
our careless wasting one reason why the whole 
economic world is upset and millions starve while 
tons of food are thrown away or used for wrong 
purposes. Is it not wasting and worse when we 
use our grain for whiskey and beer? 


The effect of this startling and stupendous sign. 
Many were constrained to believe, at least partially, 
and to say, “This is of a truth that prophet which 
should come.” However, their faith did not seem 
to grasp the full meaning of the sign and they 
stumbled at His teaching and many even of His 


jan. 15, 1947 
Peds, 
| 
gain 
and 
lals” 
is 
hese 
of 
(See 
alsy, 
nese 
with 
a 
the 
on, 
ally 
will 
ited 
He 
his 
sion 
kes 
the 
he 
1ay 
it 
in 
ice 
ant 
he 
ot 
od 
or 
as 
ly 
ihe 


Page 14 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Jan. 15, 1949 


disciples ‘“‘walked no more with Him.’ How Fike 
the people of today! They are ready to go half- 
way in their belief, but when the essential mean- 
ing of the miracle is explained, they turn away. 
They will accept Christ as a great Teacher, Man, 
Example, but will not take Him as He offers Him- 


self, the God-man, in all of His glory and power 


as the eternal Son of God. His congregation had 
the real Unitarian complex that day beside the sea. 


There was another rather startling effect. They 


wanted to take Him by force and make Him a king. 
They were ready for an earthly king who could 
feed their bodies, and perhaps deliver them from 
Rome, but they were not ready for a Heavenly 
King Who would feed their souls and deliver them 
from the slavery of sin. Many of those so eager to 
crown Him, turned from Him after His sermon. 


The Sermon which followed the Sign: John 
6 :26-65. 


This sermon was preached the following day. It 
is based on the miracle and the text is the same 
that Isaiah uses: “‘Labor not for the meat that 
perisheth, but for the meat which endureth unto 
everlasting life.’’ | 


Notice the strange question in verse 30: ‘What 
sign shewest Thou then, that we may see and 
believe thee?’’ They had just witnessed one of 
the most marvelous signs that could be given. 
How blind men are when they want to make some 
excuse! 


They start a discussion about the manna which 
Moses gave them in the desert. He proclaims Him- 
self as the true bread from heaven. Like the 
manna He came down from heaven; unlike the 
manna He not merely feeds the body but feeds 
the soul. The manna gave physical life for a few 
days; He gives eternal life. 


Notice how different these people were from 
the woman at the well, and the Samaritans. When 
Jesus offered her the “living water,’ she gladly 
received it, and the Samaritans followed her faith 
and example. When He offers Himself to the 
multitude which He had just the day before fed so 
bountifully and graciously, they turn away from 
Him in unbelief. “The Jews ‘then murmured at 
Him because He said I am the bread which came 
down from heaven, and they said, is not this 
Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father and mother 
we know?”’ 


Then as He goes on to teach them the deeper 
things of the Spirit, especially verses 51-58, they 
said: “This is an hard saying; who can hear it’’? 
Paul explains this hard condition of the human 
heart when he says “the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit, for they are foolish- 
ness unto him, neither can he know them for 
they are spiritually discerned. Jesus explains it 
here by simply saying, ‘No man can come to Me, 
except the Father draw him.” God works first in 
our conversion. There must be the convicting and 
converting power of the Spirit before unregenerate 
men can understand or accept Christ. Do we realize 
this as we try to preach? It will make us very 
humble and send us to our knees in agonizing 
prayer. 


The sermon had a most disappointing effect. 
“Many of His disciples went back.’? Are men of- 
fended by the plainness and spirituality of our 
preaching? Let us not be discouraged. They were 
offended by much of the preaching of our Lord. 
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Apartments Available for Married Students, 
Registration Fee $5.00 | 
P. O. Box B-4 Maxton, N. C. 


> 


SUBSCRIBE TO 


THE CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
MAGAZINE 
THIS VALUABLE MAGAZINE IS EDITED 
BY A GROUP OF CONVERTED 
ROMAN CATHOLIC PRIESTS 


Its aim is to bring the light of Gospel Chris- 
tianity to Roman Catholics and to inform 
Protestants on Roman Catholic teachings and 
practices. Invaluable to Ministers, Mission- 
aries, Sunday School Teachers. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE IS ONLY 
$1.00 A YEAR 


(Canada And Foreign $1.25) 
ORDER FROM 
CHRIST’S MISSION 
229 West 48th St. New York 19, N. Y. 


The disciple is not above his Lord. This marvel- 
lous discourse, one of the richest and most beauti- 
ful of all His sermons, had the effect of turning 
many away from Him. 7 : 


Is there a touch of sadness and pathos in His 
voice as He said to the disciples, “Will ye also 
go away?” Then came the noble reply of Peter, 
“Lord, to whom shall we go? Thou hast the words 
of eternal life. And we believe and are sure that 
thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
How those two words, ‘“‘believe,” “‘sure’’ must have 
cheered His heart. Do we believe? Are we sure? 
He alone can feed our hungry souls. If we reject 
the Bread which came down from heaven, we are 
left to perish in this desert of a world. 


‘“‘Have not I chosen you twelve, and one of you 
is a devil?” Did His teaching here cut deep s 
that even in the “twelve” the line of separation 


was clearly marked? Sometimes a “hypocrite,” 


“pretender,” can remain hidden a long time, but 
sooner or later he is exposed. The Word is sharper 
than a two-edged sword. Give it time and it will 
cut deep. 
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Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Young People’s Emphasis 
February 
Foreign Missions And Stewardship 


Introduction For The Month 


When we begin to speak of stewardship most of 
our minds run straight to money and think that 
money is the whole of stewardship. We need to 
remember that money is really substitute steward- 
ship. | 

The great Apostle Paul expressed the one and 
only stewardship when he said: “I am a debtor to 
Greeks and to barbarians, to the wise and to the 
foolish. So, as much as in me is, I am ready to 
preach the Gospel to you also that are at Rome.” 
(Romans 1:13-14). God has committed to every 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ the blessed Gospel 
of grace. We are to preach it to the ends of the 
earth, across the streets of our town and across 
the seas of our world. If we can not go, we give 


our money to send those who can. If we can not — 


do all, we give our money to those who can do 
what we ought to do. Thus money is a substitute 
for our going and working. It goes where we can 
not go, but it does not excuse us from going where 
we can. 


- When (Paul says that he is a debtor to Greeks 
and barbarians, to wise and foolish, he is saying 
that he possesses a gospel that belongs to all men, 
but because all men do not have it he owes it to 
them to bring them the Gospel at all costs. If you 
have some money that belongs to someone else, you 
owe it to them to get it to them, and if you make 
no effort you are a thief. If you possess the Gospel 
for all men, but are doing nothing to pass it on to 
others, you are a thief. | 3 


Our emphasis for this month is “Foreign Mis- 
sions And Stewardship.” In our church year these 


two come together because in February we are . 


finishing up our Foreign Mission Study Season and 
are getting ready for the Every Member Canvass 
in March. But in our minds they should be closely 
joined throughout the year. We are stewards of 
the Gospel, ours is the God-given task of getting 
this Gospel to the ends of the earth, it is required 
of stewards that they be found faithful, ~ 


Our first program this month shows us how little 
we have really done as missionary stewards, the 
next two remind us of our responsibility to share, 
and the last relates the whole matter of education 
to Christian character. 


Feb. 2: Fifty Thousand Sent Eight 
Introduction 


For the past several years the 50,000 young peo- 
ple of our Church have supported as their special 
responsibility eight missionaries on the field. Se- 
cure the material from our Foreign Mission Office 
and read the material in Presbyterian Youth. With 
the facts in mind we can then consider the two 
Sides of our topic: The 50,000 and the 8. 


The 50,000 


We may be spread out over a lot of territory, 
but 50,000 young people would be some gang if 
we all got together. As we look down into our 
jeans one by one none of us has much money, but 
if we pooled all our resources we would have a 
pretty good wad of dough. Out of all that dough 
we have been able to support eight missionaries. 
Now let’s stop and check back over the past few 
years. For what have we spent this money? List 
all the things you can remember—dates, shows, 
eats, sports, magazines, clothes. Now after you 
have listed all the things for which we have spent 
our money add at the bottom “and eight mission- 
aries.” 


_ Now look carefully at that list and examine the 
following Scriptures: 


1. All that we are and have comes from God by 
His grace. James 1:16-18; Romans 8:32, 


2. We can not even call our own personalities 
our own. I Corinthians 6:19-20. 


3. We are left here for the one purpose of going 
into all the world with the Gospel. Matthew 


28 :16-20. 


4, We are to continually go and give systematic- 
ally and sacrificially. I Corinthians 16:1-2; II Co- 
rinthians 8:1-5. 


5. We can only measure our gifts by comparison 
with what Christ gave. II Corinthians 8:9. 


If 50,000 of us with all our possessions could 
only send eight how do we measure up in the light 
of these Bible principles? 


The Eight 


If 50,000 sent eight that is one of us in every 
6,250 is a missionary. Through the years in the 
Moravian Church one in every 92 of the whole 
membership of the church, young and old alike, 
has been a missionary. That seems more like what 
Christ would like than one in every 6,250. Let’s 
try the test on our practises and plans for the past 
few years and see how we stack up. 


List all the things that you read during the past 
few years—magazines, novels, short stories—and 
list some of the different things that you read 
about new inventions that might lead to useful 
and prosperous vocations— atomic energy, elec- 
tronics, television. How much time did you spend 
reading the Bible? Maybe God has been trying to 
tell you about the kind of life work that He wants 
you to do, but you have been so busy reading about 
all other kinds of work that you have not given 


Him a chance, 


Look back and list how you have been thinking 
about your life work in the past few years. Have 
you been asking such questions as these: “What 
can I do best?” “What do I like?” ‘‘What will be 
useful to people?” “What will give me a good 
living over the years?” ‘‘Where do I have the best 
chance of getting a good start?” But have you 
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ever stopped and asked yourself the question: 
“What does God want me to do in the light of the 
one Great Commission He has given to every 
Christian?’”’ No young person who is a Christian 
has any right to ask any other question until he 
has first faced and sincerely answered this ques- 
tion. 
Suggestion 


One in 6,250. That calls us to face the questions 
of whether or not we are even beginning to do 
what God wants us to do in behalf of missions, and 
for each one, whether or not he should not be 
among those who go in the days to come. Arrange 
your program around missionary hymns, use some 
biographical material about the six missionaries, 
but be sure to close with some sort of blackboard 
discussion that will bring out the facts above. 


Feb. 9: After You've Got It 
You Can’t Keep It 


Introduction 


During a recent election campaign in my town — 


one of the civic clubs decided to have an election 
campaign program at their regularly weekly meet- 
ing. When the men were all assembled the chair- 
man called for volunteers to come forward and 
promised them that each one would be allowed to 
make a speech in favor of his candidate. As each 
man stepped up to stump for his candidate the 
chairman placed 50 pounds of ice in his hands and 
told him that he could only speak just as long as 
he was able to hold the ice in his bare hands. 
Needless to say each man who took the ice could 
not keep it long after he had it. 


The Christian faith and life are just like that. 
After a man truly believes in the Lord Jesus 
Christ for his salvation and Christ comes into his 
heart he can’t keep from telling others. One night 
a boy in my church went to see a girl whom he had 


been courting for some time without declaring him- | 


self too strongly. On this night he moved up close 
to the girl and said, ‘“‘I love you.”’? She jumped like 
some one had shot her, ran into her mother’s room, 
turned a somersault onto the bed, and shouted: 
‘“‘Mama, he loves me.’”’ When suddenly Christ’s 
great love for us overwhelms and possesses us, and 
we respond in faith and love, we just have to tell 
others. And there is a church in the world today 
simply because those who have been won by Christ 
have gone out to win others. Let us see how it 
worked in New Testament times. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. See how the band of disciples was gathered: 
(a) John told two of his followers about Jesus. 


John 1:35-37. (b) Andrew went and found Simon 


Peter. John 1:40-42. (c) Philip found Nathaniel. 
John 1:44-45. 


2. See how the early church worked: (a) Every 
believer gave witness everywhere he went. Acts 
8:1-4; 11:19-26. 


3. See what will happen when our love grows 
cold and we no longer witness: (a) Lose very 
thing that makes us a church. Revelation 2:4-5. 


Suggestions 


When the Christian Church began in the early 
days she had no organization, no buildings, no 


clergy, no trained leadership, no literature save 
few scattered copies of the Old Testament, none 
of the things that we deem essential and character. 
istic of the Church. But she had one thing—a mem. 
bership of people who went everywhere witnessing 
about Christ. We today have buildings, trained 
ministers and leaders, an elaborate literature, a 
whole Bible with the results of thousands of years 
of study. But we lack one thing—our membership 
does not tell others about Christ personally, day 
by day. In this program we should emphasize that 
those who have Christ must share Christ, and what- 
ever else the Church may have it will not grow 
unless we do each share Christ with all those with 


whom we come in contact. 


BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


. 7 answer to each of these begins with the let- 

_ (1) What Cain was called. (2) What was rent 
in twain, when Jesus died. (3) What the thoughts 
of the wise are called, in I Cor. 3. (4) Full of 
ditches, then full of water. (5) 44,760 of then, in 
I Chron. 5. (6) Took a strange wife. (Ezra 10). 
(7) What he shall reap, who soweth iniquity. (8) 
Belongs to God. (9) Paul was not disobedient to 
it. (10) What Jesus calls Himself. 


(OT) “UOISIA (6) ‘eouveSueA (g) 
(€) “TOA (Z) ‘puoqesea (T) :saamsuy 


Dream Come True 
By Miss Katheryne I. Thompson* 


What are you going to do when you grow up? 
Have you ever thought about it? Let me tell you 
the true story of a little girl who thought and 
dreamed about what she wanted to do, and then 
helped God make the dream come true. 


When Jane Lee was young, oh, very young, only 
five or six years old, she sometimes played in her 
mother’s room. Just as you or I would do, she 
looked at the pictures hanging on the wall. She 
liked to look at all of them, but one she could not 
understand. It was not exactly a picture although 
it was in a fame. It seemed to be just words. 


_ One day when her mother was sitting there sew- 
ing, little Jane asked about the strange picture, 
and this is what her mother told her. That is not a 
picture, Jane, it is a certificate. That is a big word 
for a little girl, but I can help you understand it. 
Here in our home we are warm and comfortable, 
we have all we want to eat, and you children have 
plenty of warm clothes to wear when you go to 
school or go out to play in the winter. In the sum- 
mer time you have lovely green grass to run over, 
fruit to eat, and you do only so much work as you 
are big and strong enough to do. 


In some countries, like China, the children are 
not free and happy as you are. Many of them are 
so poor that they cannot have enough to eat, or 
enough clothes to keep them warm. Some of the 
boys go to school, but the little girls must work 
most of the time, often carrying a heavy baby 
brother or sister in their arms or on their backs 
all day, Even if they have a little free time they 
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do not want to run or play because their poor 
little feet hurt so badly. They are bound with 
tight, tight bandages so they cannot grow big. 


Jane’s blue eyes filled with tears as she thought 
of the poor Chinese children, but her mother had 
not finished talking, so she listened again. All that 
is hard and makes us sorry for them, but there is 
omething even worse. They do not go to Sunday 
School; there are no Sunday Schools near most of 
the children in China, so of course they do not 
know about Jesus. They do not know that He made 
them and loves them, and wants them to know and 
love Him. 


Now to little Jane her Sunday School was the 
very best part of the whole week, and at the 
thought of the children without any Sunday School 
the tears ran right down her cheeks. Then she 
asked: ‘What has that to do with this ur, ose ur, 
this picture on the wall?” 


“Your father and I want to help the Cine 
children know Jesus, so father gave quite a bit of 


_ money to help send people to China to tell them 


about Him. We call them missionaries and father 
gave his money to a Missionary Society. They sent 
him this certificate to show that as long as he lives 
he is a member of that society.” 


Jane looked at the certificate for a minute, then 
back at her mother and said: “When I am big I 
re going to China to help the children know about 
esus.’ 


“That will be good,” un her mother, smiling 
at her. 


Like other small girls Jane grew to be a big girl 
and finished high school, but she had never for- 
gotten about the Chinese children, and by now she 
knew that she wanted to be a teacher. That meant 
college and college meant money. It was not pos- 
sible for her to go straight through college, but by 
teaching and studying, studying and teaching, she 
at last had her teacher’s diploma. 


Now, you will say, Jane could go to China! But 
her dream had grown until she wanted to be a 
doctor, too, so there was more teaching and study- 
ing by turns, until the glad day came when she 
could write her name: Jane Lee, M.D. Then she 
did go and lived and worked in China many years. 


*A Missionary to China, now on her way back. 
-- 


The Bible A Record Of Facts 


“from the beginning Christianity was the re- 
ligion of the broken heart; it is based on the con- 
viction that there is an awful gulf between man 
and God which none but God can bridge. The Bible - 
tells us how that gulf was bridged; and that means 
that the Bible is a record of facts, Of what avail, 
without the redeeming acts of God, are all the 
lofty ideals of Psalmists and Prophets, all the 
teaching and example of Jesus? In themselves they 
can bring us nothing but despair. We Christians 
are interested not merely in what God commands 
but also in what God did; the Christian religion is 
couched not merely in the imperative mood but © 
also in a triumphant indicative; our salvation de- 
pends squarely on history; the Bible contains that 
history, and unless that history is true the au- 
thority of the Bible is gone and we who have put 
our trust in the Bible are without hope.” 

. Gresham Machen. 


in the GARDEN MEMORY 


An ideal way to perpetuate one’s Christian 
influence, or the memory of a loved one, is to 
establish a permanent fund on the books of 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions. 


Interest from such a fund goes annually to 
the support of Foreign Missions—a perennial 
contribution in your name or in that of your 
loved one, 


Your Foreign Mission Committee, its officers 
and employees, pledge themselves to strive 


earnestly to meet the responsibility placed in 
their hands in making your gift accomplish 
_the utmost for His Kingdom around the 
world. 


For particulars regarding such gifts and how 
they are made and used, write: 


CURRY B. HEARN 


Treasurer 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN 
MISSIONS — PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


“We Heartily Recommend” 


By D. W. Middleton* 


The McNutt Young Adult Bible Class was organ- 
ized about the time of the outbreak of World War 
II, and five years ago had seven members en- 
rolled, most of whom are now teachers and leaders 
in the Sunday School. This number has grown to 
an enrollment of 135 and an average attendance 
of 70. During the war this class performed an in- 
teresting ministry to a unique group of young 
adults composed of young people from the regular 


church group and a large number of transient 
members. Many of them were from the army or- © 


ganizations stationed in this vicinity, while many 
others were seasonal visitors and wives of service 
men overseas. The number in attendance from 
Sunday to Sunday was constantly growing and the 
membership, in the short space of a few weeks, 
often experienced as high as 50 percent change. 


This condition was a constant inspiration to the 
teacher and leaders of the group. The presence of 
new faces and contact with new personalities was 
a perpetual challenge to the leaders of the class to 
do their best in the great program of our Lord’s 
Kingdom. 


Mr. H. H. McNutt, not only one of Orlando’s 
leading business men, but also a man who loves 
his God, his Chureh and his fellow man, is the 
teacher of this group. Yes, more than a teacher; 
he is a father, an adviser, and a friend. And the 
same is true of his associate, Mr. Kenneth Hill, 
also a leading business man who finds time to 
serve his God, his Church, and his fellow man. 
This spirit has been transported to the members of 
this group of young people, many of them leaders 
in the other phases of the ministry of our Church. 
The story of the activities of the class would not 
be complete without mention of Miss Sophie 
Grundler, our counselor and guide, imparting by 
her sincere Christian life, a shining testimony to 
the joy of righteous living. 


We have been gratified to see our average at- 
tendance increase almost 100 percent over the 
past year. This increase is the direct result of two 
factors. One is the constant work of an efficient 
Membership Committee. The other and most im- 
portant is the fact that weeare busy. We have a 
definite program of active projects which have, if 
not the active participation, at least the passive 
support of every member of the class. 


As proper physical growth is based upon a 
proper diet supplemented by a well planned pro- 
gram of exercise and activity, even so is spiritual 
growth based upon a proper diet of spiritual food, 
our teaching ministry, supplemented by a program 
of activities employing those principles of Chris- 
tian living which are a part of the broad program 
of our Church. We grow as we work. 


The McNutt-Hill Class emphasizes this factor of 
Christian development under four phases of ac- 
tivity: 


(a) Membership: We are attempting to contact 
all members of the Church, who should be in this 


group, and also those unaffiliated and non-church 
members who are in our community. We believe 
we can do them good, and they are an inspiration 
to us. 


(b) Fellowship: Through a program of planned 
social functions, we meet once each month for 
fun and fellowship to know each other better and 
enjoy good fellowship together. 


(c) Stewardship: The class has a set budget for 
the year of $800.00 which is definitely apportioned 
to the various missionary and benevolent causes 
sponsored by our Sunday School and Church. 


(d) Leadership: A special effort is made to dis- 
cover talent in the class and to utilize it whenever 
possible in the class program and to offer it for 
use wherever needed in the Sunday School or 
church program. | 


The most outstanding project carried on by the 
group during the past year was the sponsorship of 
a senior scout unit. A committee was appointed 
for the class and commissioned by the Scouting 
Authority. Leaders were appointed for a boys’ and 
a girls’ unit which have been organized and are 
now chartered units with from fifteen to twenty 
members each, meeting a very definite need for 
the teen-age boys and girls of our Church. 


Christ and His disciples went about doing good— 
doing little things for those who needed a kindly 
word, a helping hand, a healing touch. It is in doing 
these little things—visiting the sick, urging the in- 
different, or merely sharing fellowship in the name 
of our Lord, that we receive our greatest joy. Step 
by step we grow into useful workers in the pro- 
zram of the Kingdom of God. 


In these days of uncertainty and unrest, we find 
such a substantial joy in Christian fellowship and 
service that we heartily recommend such a pro- 
gram to any group of young adults who want to 
enrich their lives in His service, 


*Mr. D. W. Middleton is President of the McNutt- 
Class, First Presbyterian Church of Orlando, 
a. 


Note: This story is typical of hundreds of Sun- 
day School classes and groups of young adults 
throughout our Church. Over five hundred organ- 
ized young adult groups are actively at work, and 
others are yet to be organized for fellowship, ser- 
vice, study and worship. 


Ways Of Enriching Your Missio 
Education For Children ; 


At the Vesper Hour during the Children’s Con- 
ference at Montreat, N. C., last summer, Mrs. H. 
Kerr Taylor conducted two variety programs. On 
the first evening the program consisted of a dis 


play and review of books for children and for pa- 


rents and leaders of children. These books were 
chosen in the areas of national and international 
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lationships. An annotated book list on World 
friendship was distributed.* 


On the second evening the program consisted of 
playing some of the “All Aboard For Adventure” 
cords produced by Pilgrim Press in collaboration 
with the Missionary Education Movement. These 
recordings are delightful stories of the missionaries 
and Christians in mission lands and in America.** 


From the list of reading books select several] for 
the children in your church to read. Your children’s 
groups would enjoy listening to one of the great 
adventures of the missionaries or Christians in 
mission lands. Send in your request for the “All 
Aboard For Adventure” records and build a Sun- 
day afternoon program for Juniors around the re- 
corded stories. | 


*This book list may be had on request from the 
Children’s Division, Executive Committee of Re- 
lgious Education, Box 1176, Richmond 9, Va. 


**The set of records on reaching the unreached 
of America is available for rental fee of $2.00 
fom the Children’s Division of the Executive 
Committee of Religious Education, and the set on 
India and Southwest Asia are available for rental 
fee of $2.00 from the Educational Department, 
Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, Box 
330, Nashville 1, Tenn. 


Rehabilitation? 
(First Cor. 9:27b) 


Many peoples are of the opinion that the vet- 


eran, if he is to lead a normal life and take his 
rightful place in society, must undergo a process 
of rehabilitation. Recently several newspaper art- 
icles have told of veterans prescribing the same 
treatment for the folks at home. This, briefly, is 
the story: , 


Fifty former GIs, all members of the same pa- . 


trish in Virginia, made a house-to-house canvass of 


all parishioners. They gave as their reason for this 


drive the following statement: “After all this talk 
about helping the veteran find himself, it is about 
somebody starts rehabilitating the folks at 
ome.” 


The veterans, upon returning home, discovered 
to their dismay that many of the members of their 
parish had been AWOL from church services dur- 
Ing the war years and were still negligent in the 
performance of their church duties. After serving 
in the Armed Forces at home and abroad in order 
to assure the four freedoms, including the freedom 
of worship, these ex-GIs were unhappy about the 
neglected second freedom. They felt that the de- 
mocracy they had been so desperately defending 
was founded on Christian doctrine, and that it 
necessarily followed that Christianity and de- 
mocracy must be weak or strong together. Hence, 


from this point of view, it is incumbent on every-— 


one who professes faith in God and democracy to 


support both. Consequently, the veterans started to 


work rehabilitating the negligent civilian members 
of their parish. 


Perhaps these veterans have started something 
hat may sweep the Nation—the spiritual rehabili- 
tation of civilians by ex-GIs. Certainly, a spiritual 
revitalization is one of the needs of our day. © 


Reprinted from Circular Letter from Office of 
the Chief of Chaplains, Washington 25, D.C., De- 
cember 1, 1946, issue. 
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These children felt the crying need of the 
war sufferers—and responded according to 
their means. What will YOU give? 


Your War Relief Committee furnishes a di- 
rect channel for sending your gifts to those 
in need. Our relief is distributed abroad in 
the name of Christ by churches and church 
agencies. 


Send contributions through your’ Local 
Church Treasurer; or directly to Rev. E. C. 
Scott, D.D., Treasurer, War Relief Committee, 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., 1120 Liberty 
Bank Building, Dallas 1, Tex. 


For information, write Rev. Eugene L. Dan- 
iel, Special Representative, Box 330, Nash- 
ville 1, Tenn, 


WAR RELIEF COMMITTEE 
| OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


UNITED STATES 


Rev. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr. 


Chairman 
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Shall We Merge With The Northern Church? 


© 


By Kenneth S. Keyes 


FACTS 
ABOUT 
SUNDAY 
SCHOOL 
ATTENDANCE 


In 1930 the Northern Church ha 
only 1,266,618—a drop of 20. 


In 1930 our Southern Church had 445 
423,012—a drop of only 5.1 percent. 


a 
a2 CHI 
cs 
re 
31 


6 percent. 


d 1,596,030 enro!led in its Sunday Schools, In 1946 its enrollment was 


,766 enrolled in its Sunday Schools. In 1946 our enrollment was 


In the 16 years from 1930 to 1946 the number of Sunday Schools in the Northern Church decreased 
from 9,052 to 8,585—a loss of 467. In this same period our Southern Church increased the number of 


its Sunday Schools from 3,170 to 3,495—a gain of 325. 


The Church of 10, 20, 30 years from now will be composed to a very large extent of the boys and girls 


who are in our Sunday Schools toda 


of the Church of tomorrow. 


y. These schools are the training ground for the leaders and workers 


Have we not much to lose by submerging our denomination with its fairly good records of Church 
Schoo] enrollment in a much larger body whose Church Schools have been declining at such a rapid rate: 


Next Chart: The Facts On Giving 
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General Church News 


TO KOREA 


Rev. D. J. Cumming, D.D., in Korea, writes 
under date of December 4, 1946, to Mr. Curry B. 


Hearn: 


“Regulations are very strict in regard to the use 


of the military APO number for sending anything 
to the Koreans. No letters can be enclosed to us 
nor can anything be sent as a gift to them through 
ys. These can both be sent by ordinary mail, that 
i through the regular channels, addressing us to 
Kwangju, Korea,’ for instance. We ask you there- 
fore to inform the missionaries and put the notice 
in the papers at once in this regard. Already stuff 
has been sent us, presumably for Christmas pres- 
ents to the Koreans which we cannot deliver. We 
have to keep these regulations, in fact, our failure 
to do so would almost certainly result in the can- 
cellation of our privilege in this line.” —H.K.T. 


BACK TO KOREA 


Mrs, W. A. Linton, Mrs. Joseph Hopper and Mrs. 
J. C. Crane will sail from Seattle, Wash., on the 
§. S. “Frederick Funston” on January 7, to join 
their husbands in Korea. These are the first women 
whom this Committee has been able to send out to 
korea. 


We are working on reservations for the follow- 
ing missionaries, who already have their military 
permits and passports, and who hope to sail within 


a short time: Rev. John E. Talmage, Rev. and Mrs.. 


J. V. N. Talmage, Rev. and Mrs. Robert Knox, Miss 
Ada MceMurphy, and Miss Willie Burnice Greene. 


= 


“Men And Brethren - What Shall We Do?” 


By John M. Alexander - Director 
Presbyterian Radio Committee 


Great preaching must be followed up with defi- 
nite suggestions. The Presbyterian Hour has been 
a phenomenal success. It has been estimated that 
at least twice as many people listen to these broad- 
casts every Sunday as we have in the entire Pres- 
byterian Church in the U. S. If that is true, and if 
about one-fourth of our membership attends church 
service on any given Sunday, then each of our 
radio preachers has been heard by as many people 
as hear all of our Southern Presbyterian ministers 


in all our churches over a period of two months. 


The strength of radio is its extensive coverage. 
Its weakness is that it cannot make the intensive 
follow-up. As the local store must make the sale of 
merchandise which is nationally advertised over 
the radio, so the local church must make the indi- 
vidual contacts in each community. 


_ Your Radio Committee is not interested merely 
i bringing you thirteen splendid messages from 
our own outstanding speakers. We want to help 
the pastors to get results in the rededication of 
lives and homes to Jesus Christ. We, therefore, 
make these simple suggestions: 


Pastors: You may find it timely to preach some 
sermons along this same line to lead your various 


KKKKKKKKK 


FOREIGN MISSION STUDY 


JANUARY—FEBRUARY 1947 


Ouer the World to Tudia 


* 


ROUND THE WORLD WIT 
DR. FULTON’S BOOK 


Row _| 


QY 
- BOOKS ON INDIA FOR ALL AGE GROUPS 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN THE JU. 5. 
P. O. Box 330, Nashville 1, Tennessee 


organization in a concerted effort to enlist the 
people in Church and Sunday School attendance, 
in regular Bible reading, and in family prayers. 


Auxiliaries: What greater objective can you have 


than to deepen the spiritual life of the homes in 


the congregation? 


Men’s Groups: Every man can have family 
prayers in his home if he will make the effort. Are 


‘you the spiritual head of your home? 


Bible Classes: Courses should be studied on pre- 
paration for marriage, Christian parenthood, and 
the dedicated home, 


Materials Available: Printed along with many of 
the radio messages delivered on The Presbyterian 
Hour are suggestions as to materials available on 
the home. Copies of any of these messages may be 
had by writing the Radio Committee. 


For additional helps order from: Committee on 
Woman’s Work, 309 Henry Grady Building, At- 
lanta 3, Ga.; or Presbyterian Committee on Pub- 
lication, Box 1176, Richmond, Va. 
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Austin Presbyterian Seminary Announces 
The Mid-winter Lecture Series 
February 4-8, 1947 


Dr. Paul Scherer, Professor of Homiletics in 
Union Theological Seminary, New York, N. Y., will 
—— five lectures on ‘‘Preaching At The End Of 
An Era.”’ 


. The Restorer Of The Paths. 

. The Image Of God. 

The Pilgrimage Of Conscience. 
The Return Of The Neighbor. 
The Savor Of Life. 


Dr. H. Shelton Smith, Professor of Christian 
Ethics and Religious Education in Duke University 
Divinity School, will deliver four lectures on 
“Faith And Nurture In Contemporary Protestant 
Thought.”’ 


1. The Dilemma Of The Progressive 
Movement In Protestant Nurture. 
Christian Nurture And Human Exist- 


ence. 
3. The Place Of Christ In Christian Nur- 
ture. 
4. The Church: Community Of Faith And 
Nurture. 


Dr. B. Frank Hall, Pastor of the Central Pres- 
byterian Church, St. Louis, Mo., will deliver four 
lectures on “The Man And The Isotope.”’ 


1. The Problem. 
2. The Ores. 

3. The Isotope. 
4. The Plants. 


President David L. Stitt, Austin Presbyterian 
Seminary, Austin, Tex. 


DO 


to 


J oint Drafting Committees 
Meet In Atlanta 


The Joint Drafting Committee (U.S.A. and 
U. S.) held a four-day meeting in Atlanta, Ga., 
December 17-20. Two of these days were devoted 
to conference with the Secretaries of the U.S.A. 
and U. S. General Assemblies relative to regional 
administration of the Assembly’s work in the pro- 
posed reunited Church. In this conference the Sec- 
retaries were asked to give advice on administra- 
tive matters without committing themselves, pro 
or con, on the question of reunion. The informa- 
tion and the advice given by them was very 
helpful. | 


The revised Plan provides for Synods (not Re- 
gional Synods) with their customary State boun- 
daries, Appalachia embracing parts of several 
states. In these Synods will be vested the increased 
powers given, in the previously issued tentative 
Plan, to the proposed Regional Synods. In addition 
approximately eight Regions, covering the entire 
United States, are to be erected for the Regional 
administration of the General Assembly’s work. 


The Joint Drafting Committee has practically, 
but not entirely, completed its work on the Plan, 
which will be reported to the U. S. Permanent 
Committee and to the U.S.A. Department on Co- 
operation and Union. 


West Brazil). 


_ If approved by these bodies separately it will be 
considered and acted upon by them in joint ges. 
sion, 


Then if again approved, it will be presented to 
the two General Assemblies. Every effort is being 
put forth to report the Plan to the Assemblies jn 
May, 1947. | —Dunbar H. Ogden. 


Dr. Lacy Little Passes 


On December 17 the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions received this message from Mrs, 
Nell S. Little (Mrs. Lacy) in Greensboro, N. C.: 


“Doctor Little slipped quietly away at eight-fifty 
tonight (December 16). Funeral sometime Wed. 
nesday.”’ 

Dr. Little was our missionary in China for 4] 
years. He had been ill in this country for several 
months. —H.K.T. 


Cable From Dr. Fulton 


The following cable from Drs. Fulton and Elliott 
dated December 21, was received in the office of 
the Executive Committee of Foreign Missions from 
Shanghai, China, December 22: | 


“Inform families arrived Shanghai twentieth, 
Rough trip. Merry Christmas Happy New Year to 
all at home and offices.’’ —H.K.T. 


= 


BACK TO CHINA 


Miss Katheryne Thompson sailed on the S. §. 
“Marine Lynx” from San Francisco, Calif., to 
Shanghai, China, on December 15. 


Rev. and Mrs. E. H. Hamilton and son, John; 
and Dr. and Mrs. T. C. Vinson and son, Tommy, 
will sail from New Orleans, La., on January 11 on 
the S. S. “‘Arizpa’”’ to Shanghai, China. 


BACK TO BRAZIL 


The following missionaries are sailing to Brazil 
from New Orleans, La., on January 4: Rev. and 
Mrs. Frank F. Baker, Rev. and Mrs. J. M. Syden- 
stricker, Miss Miriam Heindel (new missionary to 
East Bazil), and Rev. and Mrs. John G. Parks, 
Jr., and baby daughter Patricia (new missionaries 


BOOK REVIEWS 


BERKERLY VERSION OF THE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


With Footnotes by Gerrit Verkuyl. Published by 
James J. Gillick & Company, 2057 Center Street, 
Berkerly 4, Calif. Price $3.00. 


By common consent two valid reasons are recog- 
nized for providing fresh translations of the New 
Testament. First, the discovery of earlier Greek 
manuscripts than those from which our Authorized 
Version was translated more than three centuries 
ago. Second, the need of employing current wor 
and phrases rather than those that have become 
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obsolete. These two reasons prompted Dr. Verkuyl 
to give the public the Berkerly Version of the New 
Testament. In this translation he has sought to 
garg God’s thoughts in the language we think 
and live. 


In addition to this translation Dr. Verkyl has 


added certain notes clarifying expressions that are 


dificult to translate from the Greek into the Eng- 
lsh. These brief notes serve a useful purpose. 
They are concise and illuminating, 


The translator has followed the Greek text of 
Tischendorf along with Nestle’s edition. He has 
also consulted other texts and Versions. 


Many passages of the New Testament are clari- 
fied by this new translation. Several verses from 
the Sermon on the Mount may serve as illustra- 
tions. In the First Beatitude this translation has 
it: “Blessed are they who sense spiritual poverty 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.’’ This is a 
decided improvement over the authorized version: 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit.”” The Third Beati- 
tude is translated: ‘‘Blessed are the gentle for they 
shall] inherit the land.’”? This too is an improvement 
over: “Blessed are the meek.” The original Greek 
carried the notion of a colt that has been broken 
and disciplined for service. The word ‘“gentle”’ is 
more suggestive than ‘“‘meek.”? In the Gospel ac- 
cording to Saint John the translator has also ren- 
dered certain passages felicitously. John 8:56-58 
now reads: “Your father Abraham was extremely 
happy in the prospect of seeing My Day, and he 
did see it and felt glad. Then the Jews addressed 
Him: ‘You are not yet fifty and have you seen 
Abraham?’ Jesus said to them: ‘Surely I confirm to 
you; before Abraham’s birth I am!’’”’ Once more 
we quote Philippians 2:9: “God therefore has 
lifted Him high and has graced Him with a name 
that surpasses every name.” The word “graced’’ 
isa more beautiful rendering than the Authorized 


Version “‘given.”’ 


Taken as a whole this translation represents the 


best type of conservative scholarship, and is a real 
addition to Biblical literature, 
—John R. Richardson. 


CHRISTIANITY ACCORDING 
: TO ST. JOHN 


W. F. Howard. The Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, Pa. 210 pages. Price, $2.75. | 


The author, an English Methodist, is a capable 
scholar and a churchman of wide experience. His 
book is intended for students and is therefore 
suggestive and critical rather than declarative or 
exhortative. The style is rugged, even somewhat 
arduous, for the material without rewriting is 
presented as it was given in lectures at Oxford 
under the terms of the Dale trust. The method of 
Inquiry is to deal with sources and backgrounds, 
employing exegesis in accordance with modern 
critical theories, so that the traditional manner 
of presuming the theological unity of the Scrip- 
tures is not present. Yet the author’s conclusions 
are generally within the broad range of evangelical 
thought, so that his Christianity according to St. 
John is without radical] innovations. In fact, Dr. 
Howard admits that he is in search of theological 
unity and pretty consistently uses Paul to inter- 
pret and corroborate John. What the significance 
ls of the early-Church dogma of the virgin birth 


-gCompletion of Federal Housing Project now makes possible 
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FILM STRIP 


Excellent For Use At Evening Services 
Auxiliary Meetings - Young 
People’s Meetings 


* You may now secure free from our office a 
. professionally produced, first-class 35-m.m. 
‘ film strip about our Protestant overseas pro- 
. gram. It also shows many dramatic scenes 
. from devastated Europe and Asia. There is 
‘an interesting accompanying script. Suitable 
_ to be presented in a minimum time of twenty 
« minutes. Write: 

Rev. Eugene L. Daniel 


Special Representative 


Presbyterian War Relief Committee 
P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 


HEADQUARTERS 
fer RELIGIOUS SUPPLIES 
CHOIR GOWNS VESTM 


Montreat High School And College Courses 


Accredited. Liberal arts, bus. ed., music, dra- 
matics, religious ed. A.B., B.S. degrees. Sports. 
Rate $320.06. Self-help scholarships. Catalog. 


DR. MARGARET SPENCER, DEAN 
P. O. Box “S” Montreat, N. C. 


! KING COLLEGE 


the reception of twenty new students at beginning of second #3 
semester, January 27, 1947. Early application is advised. 


i R. T. L. Liston, President, Box “J,’”’ Bristol, Tenn. 


of Christ and the non-organizational unity of the 
church, Dr. Howard does not enlarge upon. How- 
ever, it is significant that such a searching analysis 
of the Johannine writings does produce, even 
when carried on in an independent manner, con- 
ceptions of Christian theology that, taken at their 
face value, are compatible with orthodoxy. The 
value of Dr. Howard’s book is in its concentration 
of material and interpretation. There is no attempt 
to systematization or development in detail. The 
author’s personal Christian devotion and his deep 
appreciation of St. John’s writings are obvious. 
There are helpful indexes and additional notes. 
—wWilliam D. Gray. 
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